
From: Kirby
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Comment on the list of candidates for the EPA’s CASAC
Date: Thursday, August 31, 2017 11:23:39 AM

August 31, 2017

Dear Mr. Yeow:

Please register the following Comment on the list of candidates for the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee:

Given the behavior of the Environmental Protection Agency during previous
Presidential Administrations, culminating in the Gold King Mine disaster in 2015,
change is clearly needed.

It is my contention that the new CASAC member should have no current ties to
institutions of higher learning, no current or recent dependency on federal grants,
and have demonstrated success in the private sector.  Thus candidates employed or
retained by academic institutions should be disqualified.

CASAC has been accused of inflating its estimates of the benefits of its
recommendations (see, e.g., Energy & Environment Legal Institute v. EPA cv: 16-
915). For this reason, persons with experience in statistical analyses should be
afforded additional consideration.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
Kerwin Dunsmore
(b) (6)

mailto:kirby@foobox.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: John Droz
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Endorsement
Date: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 8:40:46 AM

Aaron:

I’m submitting a recommendation for a candidate applying for the EPA CASAC Advisory 
Board.

I’m an independent physicist who has been actively involved with environmental and energy 
matters for over 40 years. Over that period, I have worked with literally hundreds of scientists 
and experts in a wide variety of fields.

I’ve interfaced with Dr. Stan Young on multiple issues, and have read many of his published 
works. I’ve found him to be conscientious, competent, and conservative.  [BTW, when I say 
“conservative” I mean that he works from data and methods, not ideology.]

You can read his CV for his qualifications, but it seems to me that if nothing else his 
background in statistical analysis (e.g. at NISS) would be an invaluable addition to the 
CASAC Advisory Board. These days many claims are based on probability, so having a 
statistical expert on the Advisory Board would be extremely beneficial.

I would give an unqualified endorsement of Dr. Young, and would be glad to elaborate if more 
details are desired.

Sincerely,

John Droz, jr.
physicist
Morehead City, NC

mailto:aaprjohn@northnet.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Christopher A. Yarosh
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 10:44:23 AM

Mr. Yeow:
 
Thank you for posting the list of candidates for the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee. I have a
question about the requirements for the position. In the original FR notice, and in the introduction
to the list, it is stated that candidates should be “physicians and members of the National Academy
of Sciences with expertise in the health effects of air pollution.” Are these absolute requirements—
must the person or persons selected fit both of these criteria?
 
Best,
 
Chris
 
Christopher Yarosh, Ph.D.
Science Policy Fellow | External Affairs & Communications
Office of the Secretary and General Counsel
1155 16th St., NW | Washington | DC 20036 | USA
T +1 202-872-6274 | F +1 202-872-6206 
www.acs.org
––––––––––––––––––––
ACS Chemistry for Life
American Chemical Society
 

mailto:C_Yarosh@acs.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
http://www.acs.org/


From: Yeow, Aaron
To: Christopher A. Yarosh
Subject: RE: CASAC Inquiry
Date: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 11:23:00 AM

The requirements for CASAC membership are that it be composed of 7 members, with at least one
member of the National Academy of Sciences, one
physician, and one person representing state air pollution control agencies.
 
We were soliciting for physicians and members of NAS, but the List of Candidates consists of all
interested nominees.
 
-Aaron
 
Aaron Yeow, M.P.H.
Designated Federal Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Science Advisory Board
202-564-2050 (P)
202-565-2098 (F)
 
Mailing Address:
USEPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, (1400R), Washington, DC 20460
 
Physical Location/Deliveries:
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 31150, Washington, DC 20004
 

From: Christopher A. Yarosh [mailto:C_Yarosh@acs.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, September 05, 2017 10:43 AM
To: Yeow, Aaron <Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: CASAC Inquiry
 
Mr. Yeow:
 
Thank you for posting the list of candidates for the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee. I have a
question about the requirements for the position. In the original FR notice, and in the introduction
to the list, it is stated that candidates should be “physicians and members of the National Academy
of Sciences with expertise in the health effects of air pollution.” Are these absolute requirements—
must the person or persons selected fit both of these criteria?
 
Best,
 
Chris
 
Christopher Yarosh, Ph.D.
Science Policy Fellow | External Affairs & Communications

mailto:/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=613120791828428B8CBFD6178910D97E-YEOW, ARRON
mailto:C_Yarosh@acs.org


Office of the Secretary and General Counsel
1155 16th St., NW | Washington | DC 20036 | USA
T +1 202-872-6274 | F +1 202-872-6206 
www.acs.org
––––––––––––––––––––
ACS Chemistry for Life
American Chemical Society
 

http://www.acs.org/


From: Steve Milloy
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Stan Young CASAC
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 8:45:57 AM

Mr. Yeow,

I am writing to recommend Dr. Stan Young to serve on CASAC.

I have known Dr. Young for many years. He is a world-class statistician having served many 
years at the National Institute for Statistical Sciences and having published numerous 
outstanding papers. His statistics expertise is unparalleled.

A number of Dr. Young’s recent papers are air quality-related, including the best-conducted 
and most innovative epidemiologic study on PM2.5 and mortality ever conducted.

Dr Young is thoroughly familiar with current key air quality science issues and controversies. 
He would make an excellent choice for CASAC, especially as over recent years CASAC has 
become an extremely unbalanced and biased body of EPA-funded cronies — i.e., “pal” review 
vs. peer review.

Dr. Young would help restore CASAC to what it’s supposed to be — and independent federal 
advisory committee. 

Sincerely,

Steve Milloy
Publisher, JunkScience.com

mailto:milloy@me.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://junkscience.com/2017/06/winning-print-version-of-our-landmark-california-pm2-5-study-now-available/
https://junkscience.com/2017/06/winning-print-version-of-our-landmark-california-pm2-5-study-now-available/
http://junkscience.com/


From: Shawn Garner
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Re: Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 11:44:47 AM

Mr. Yeow,

I understand the public is welcome to comment on the new advisors to CASAC. Please
consider my opinions below.

For:
Tony Cox
Robert F. Phalen
Stan Young

Against:

George A. Allen — Conflict of interest ($3,907,111 in EPA grants).
John R. Balmes. — Conflict of interest ($5,857,626 in EPA grants).
Ana Diez Roux — Conflict of interest ($34,900,315 in EPA grants).
Mark Frampton — Conflict of interest ($17,447,566 in EPA grants).
Rob McConnell — Conflict of interest ($19,561,006 in EPA grants).
Beate Ritz — Conflict of interest ($14,215,263 in EPA grants).
Armistead (Ted) Russell — Conflict of interest ($22,309,779).
George Thurston — Conflict of interest ($10,795,914).
Scott Zeger — Conflict of interest ($9,526,921 in EPA grants).

mailto:shawngarner88@gmail.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Cyril Gostich
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Recomendation
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 12:21:48 PM

Dear Mr Yeow,

I would like to respectfully submit the name of Dr Robert F Phalen for a position as a member of the CASAC.

Sincerely,

Dr Cyril M Gostich
 
Dr Cyril M Gostich Imperial Valley Podiatry Associates, Inc. 1503 N Imperial Ave #105 El Centro, CA
92243 760-337-2800 fax 760-337-9099

mailto:drgostich@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: pienergy2008@gmail.com on behalf of Nikhil Desai
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Comments on CASAC nominations
Date: Friday, September 08, 2017 1:30:54 PM

Dear Mr. Yaw: 

I support the candidacy of Tony Cox, Jr to CASAC. I have recently had the pleasure of
reading his beautiful, comprehensive review paper on the absence of quantifiable causal
connection between fine particulate matter concentrations and specific diseases. 

Nikhil

I have no organizational affiliation. I do independent research on environmental regulations on
energy production, transformation and use. I had not heard of Mr Cox until a few months ago
and do not know him. 

 

------------------------
Nikhil Desai
(US +1) 202 568 5831
Skype: nikhildesai888

mailto:pienergy2008@gmail.com
mailto:ndesai@alum.mit.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: claudia roulier
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: EPA BOARD
Date: Saturday, September 09, 2017 9:59:27 AM

RECOMMEND FOR

Tony Cox — PhD in risk analysis. Consultant. Expert in air quality epidemiology. 
Multiple strong publications on air quality.
Robert F. Phalen — Professor of Medicine, UC-Irvine. Co-driector at Air Pollution 
Health Effects Laboratory. A long-time voice of scientific sanity inside the beast.
Stan Young — PhD Statistican. Retired from National Institute of Statistical Sciences. 
Co-author of the California study debunking notion that PM2.5 kills.

AGAINIST

      

George A. Allen — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of 
interest ($3,907,111 in EPA grants). Has already served on CASAC.
John R. Balmes. — Long-time EPA and California Air Resources Board (CARB) 
crony and junk scientist. Conflict of interest ($5,857,626 in EPA grants). Is already 
serving on the corrupted CASAC PM subcommittee (20125-2018).
Bart Croes — Long-time EPA/CARB crony and air quality junk scientist.
Ana Diez Roux — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of 
interest ($34,900,315 in EPA grants). Already served on CASAC. Is currently on 
corrupted CASAC PM Subcommittee (2015-2018).
Mark Frampton — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conducted 
illegal/unethical human experiments on behalf of EPA. Conflict of interest ($17,447,566 
in EPA grants). Is already serving on corrupted CASAC PM Subcommittee (2015-
2018).
Rob McConnell — Long-time EPA crony and junk scientist. Conflict of interest 
($19,561,006 in EPA grants). Is already serving on the corrupted CASAC PM 
subcommittee (2015-2018).
Beate Ritz — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of intyerest 
($14,215,263 in EPA grants).
Armistead (Ted) Russell — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. 
Conflict of interest ($22,309,779).
George Thurston — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of 
interest ($10,795,914).
Scott Zeger — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of interest 
($9,526,921 in EPA grants).

mailto:claudiaroulier@aol.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29


From: Donn Dears
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Advisory Committee Recommendations
Date: Saturday, September 09, 2017 4:43:20 PM

Mr. Aaron Yeow
Designated Federal Officer, EPA
Subject: Comments regarding candidates for Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC)

The Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee will play an important role in ensuring clean air for all 
Americans. Clean air can be the difference between life and death for some Americans and 
contributes to the good health for all Americans.
It’s crucial that the advisory committee be completely independent and have no formal ties or 
relationships with the EPA.
An independent advisory committee is the only way to have honest, unbiased recommendations 
concerning this important area of science.
I recommend the following candidates for appointment to the advisory committee:

Mr. Louis Anthony Cox Jr. PhD. President of Cox Associates. Dr. Cox is Editor-in-Chief of 
Risk Analysis: An International Journal. He has a PhD in risk analysis, is a consultant 
and expert in air quality epidemiology. 

Mr. Robert F. Phalen. Professor of Medicine, UC-Irvine. He is founding director and 
currently co-director at Air Pollution Health Effects Laboratory. Dr. Phalen is a full 
member of eight scientific societies and is the chair of the Board of Directors of the 
California Society for Biomedical Research (CSBR).

Mr. Stan Young. PhD Statistician. Retired from National Institute of Statistical Sciences. Dr. 
Young is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association and the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science. His studies on PM2.5 are 
groundbreaking.

I recommend that the following candidates not be approved for the CASAC advisory committee.
Mr. George A.  Allen is currently a member of the EPA AIRNow Steering Committee, and 
would not be a new independent voice on this critical CASAC advisory committee. He has 
also worked on a wide range of U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and National 
Institutes of Health funded air pollution studies. This further emphasizes that Mr. Allen 
would not provide an independent view on clean air issues.
Dr. John Balmes. Dr. Balmes has been a physician member of the California Air Resources 
Board  (CARB) that has already made determinations that would preclude Dr. Balmes from 
objectively analyzing clean air issues and allow for independent comments.
Mr. Bart Croes is affiliated with the California Air Resource Board that has already made 
determinations that would preclude Mr. Croes from objectively analyzing clean air issues 
and allow for independent comments.
Ms. Ana Diez Roux, M.D., Ph.D. Ms. Roux has participated as an advisor to EPA’s Clean 
Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC)band would therefore not be able to provide new 
and independent commentary on this critical issue.
Dr. Mark Frampton. Dr. Frampton has received grants from the EPA and should, therefore, 
be removed from consideration. While his receiving of grants doesn’t automatically mean 
Dr. Frampton is biased, any recommendations he makes will be viewed as such by 

mailto:dddusmma@gmail.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


independent observers.
Dr. Rob McConnell. Dr. McConnell has received grants from the EPA. While this doesn’t 
automatically mean Dr. Frampton is biased, any recommendations he makes will be viewed 
as such by independent observers.
Mr. Richard Poirot.  Mr. Poirot has participated as an advisor to EPA’s Clean Air Scientific 
Advisory Committee (CASAC) and would therefore not be able to provide new and 
independent commentary on this critical issue.
Dr. Beate Ritz, MD, Ph.D.  She is the 2007 recipient of the Robert M. Zweig M.D. Memorial 
Award from the California South Coast Air Quality Management District, which has taken 
positions on this subject which could prevent Dr. Ritz from taking an independent view on 
the issue of clean air. She has also received grants from the EPA. While this doesn’t 
automatically mean Dr. Ritz is biased, any recommendations she makes will be viewed as 
such by independent observers.
Dr. Armistead Russell. Dr. Russell was a prior member of EPA’s Clean Air Science 
Advisory Committee (CASAC) and will not provide a new and independent view on clean 
air issues. He has also received grants from the EPA. While this doesn’t automatically 
mean Dr. Russell is biased, any recommendations he makes will be viewed as such by 
independent observers.
Dr. George Thurston. Dr. Thurston has previously served on the EPA’s CASAC Committee, 
which means he will not bring a new and independent voice to this critical subject. In 
addition, one of Dr. Thurston’s students presently has an EPA STAR grant, which indicates 
Dr. Thurston could be emotionally involved with CASAC arguments and could not, 
therefore, provide a new, independent and unbiased view. He has also received grants 
from the EPA. While this doesn’t automatically mean Dr. Thurston is biased, any 
recommendations he makes will be viewed as such by independent observers.

Sincerely:
Donn Dears
Retired, General Electric Company Senior Executive
Areas of specialization: Power generation, Transmission and Distribution, Service, Engineering, 
Energy and International development



From: Ron Strange
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: submission: Public Comment on Candidates for CASAC
Date: Saturday, September 09, 2017 11:20:15 PM

Mr. Aaron Yeow, DFO
Science Advisory Board Staff Office
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
yeow.aaron@epa.gov

Dear Mr. Yeow: 

I would like to suggest that limiting nominees "...
who are physicians and members of the NAS ..."
is not appropriate to the function of the
CASAC. Pollutants, after all, are chemicals and
there should be places for a few chemists on
such an advisory panel. I suggest that the
presence of physicists and others outside of
practicing medicine and public health training
would also be useful. For this reason I
recommend accepting the nomination of these
candidates: Dr. Carol Henry, Dr. A. R.
Ravishankara, Dr. Laura E. Nikalson, and Dr.
Nan Hayworth. 

In addition I recommend that these candidates
be accepted: Dr. Louis Anthony Cox, Jr's,

mailto:strange@fdu.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


training is in Risk Analysis and would be an
excellent addition to the CASAC; Dr. Robert F.
Phalen has an undergraduate degree in physics
and master's in nuclear physics and would also
be a valuable addition; and Dr. S. Stanley Young
is a renowned statistician and would be an
excellent resource to the CASAC. 

The following candidates have had past
associations or are currently serving on CASAC
or a sub-committee, and, for the benefit of the
Committee, should be moving on. In addition it
appears that these candidates may have some
degree of conflict of interest since they have
received or are now receiving grants directly or
indirectly from the EPA. For these reasons
please do not recommend these candidates: Mr.
George A. Allen, Dr. John R. Balmes, Mr. Bart
Croes, Dr. Ana V. Diez Roux, Dr. Mark
Frampton, Dr. Rob McConnell, Dr. Beate Ritz,
Dr. Armistead Russell, Dr. George Thurston,
and Dr. Scott Zeger. 

Finally, with regard to Mr. Richard L. Poirot, it
appears that Mr. Poirot's experience lies



principally in a Vermont government agency that
likely does not have a requirement of a
background in science. He does have an
impressive history of service in numerous
advisory committees, both at the state and
federal levels, but it is not clear from the brief
biographical summary that he has any training in
an appropriate science like chemistry, biology, or
statistics. I would not recommend Mr. Poirot as
a member of the CASAC. 

Thank you, 

Dr. Ronald S. Strange 
  
--
Ron Strange, Emeritus Professor of Chemistry        
FDU Chemistry (Florham Campus) in Madison, NJ
e: strange@fdu.edu ___ http://rss.allowaystranges.us/



From: James Barker
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC
Date: Sunday, September 10, 2017 1:00:01 PM

Dear Sir,

I recommend for: Tony Cox, Robert F. Phalen, and Stan Young.

I recommend against: George A. Allen, John R. Balmes, Bart Croes, Ana Diez Roux, Mark
Frampton, Rob McConnell, Beate Ritz, Armistead (Ted) Russell, George Thurston, and Scott
Zeger.

I would be pleased if my opinion mattered in some small way.

All the best,

James Barker

mailto:barker_jim@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: erichkather@yahoo.com
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Clean Air Advisory Committee
Date: Sunday, September 10, 2017 10:58:06 PM

 
I heartily recommend the following candidates.  None have conflicts due to prior EPA funding. 
Please break the “cronyism” chain.
 
Tony Cox
 
Robert F. Phalen
 
Stan Young
 
Sincerely,
Erich Kather
A concerned citizen
 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
 
 

mailto:erichkather@yahoo.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=550986


From: Len Stefanski
To: Yeow, Aaron; len.stefanski@ncsu.edu
Cc: stefansk@ncsu.edu
Subject: Letter of recommendation for (CASAC) candidate
Date: Monday, September 11, 2017 11:28:17 AM
Attachments: Stan_Young_Letter_2017.pdf

Dear Aaron,

Please find attached a letter of recommendation for Stan Young.

Len

mailto:stefansk@ncsu.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:len.stefanski@ncsu.edu
mailto:stefansk@ncsu.edu



 


Department of Statistics 
College of Sciences 
Campus Box 8203 
2311 Stinson Drive  
Raleigh, NC 27695-8203 
 
 
 


   
 


Leonard A. Stefanski 
P: (919) 515-1945 
F: (919) 515-7591 
stefansk@ncsu.edu 
http://www.stat.ncsu.edu/people/stefanski 
 
 
 


 


September 11, 2017


Aaron Yeow, M.P.H.
Designated Federal Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Science Advisory Board
yeow.aaron@epa.gov


Dear Aaron Yeow:


I am writing to recommend Dr. S. Stanley (Stan) Young for membership on the Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee (CASAC).


I am a Professor of Statistics at North Carolina State University where I have been engaged in
teaching, research, and administration since 1986. I have authored or co-authored three books and
over 100 research papers. My areas of interest include: variable selection, measurement error models,
generalized linear models, and environmental statistics.


Prior to joining the faculty at NCSU I was an Assistant Professor at Cornell University subsequent
to my graduate research at UNC Chapel Hill. I mention this bit of personal history because I served
as a statistician intern at EPA circa 1983, which was the start of a long association with the EPA
in RTP. After returning to the Triangle in 1986 I provided statistical consulting for the EPA almost
continuously from around 1987 to 2014, most recently to scientists at the Air Pollution Prevention
and Control Division, Technical Services Branch (Paul Groff, Chief). Thus I have a long-term interest
in ensuring the quality and integrity of the statistical work done by the USEPA.


I have known Stan for over twenty years. He is an Adjunct Professor of Statistics in our department
where he has served as a thesis co-advisor for a number of students, delivered a number of invited
seminars, and provided expert advice on a variety of problems to members of our of faculty. For
example, Stan worked with my colleague, Professor Hughes-Oliver, on statistical methods designed
to improve statistical screening of high throughput data. This work was funded by a NIH grant.
Specialized software was developed for the analysis of high throughput screening data.


Stan has published over 60 papers covering a wide variety of scientific subjects: chemistry, biology,
metabolomics, genomics, air quality/health effects, etc. His book, Resampling-Based Multiple Testing,
was path breaking and forever changed the way complex data sets are analyzed by providing an
accurate way to consider multiple tests of hypothesis.


The fact that Stan is a Fellow of both the American Statistical Association and the AAAS is testimony







to the high regard in which he is held by his peers.


In summary, Stan is an outstanding applied statistician whose broad statistical and subject-matter
experience makes him an excellent choice for membership on CASAC. I doubt that you will find many
candidates with Stan’s combination of expertise and enthusiasm. Thus with equal enthusiasm and
greater sincerity I recommend to you Dr. S. Stanley Young for membership on the Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee.


Sincerely,


Leonard A. Stefanski
Interim Head, Statistics
R. A. Fisher Distinguished Professor







From: Vasquez, Karen M
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Nomination and Support Letter for Dr. Sabine Lange
Date: Monday, September 11, 2017 2:20:21 PM
Attachments: Letter-Sabine Lange-2017.pdf

Dear Mr. Yeow,

Please find the attached CASAC nomination and support letter for Dr. Sabine Lange. Please
let me know if you need additional information.

Sincerely,
Karen Vasquez

**************************************************
Dr. Karen M. Vasquez, PhD
James T. Doluisio Regents Professor 
Head, Division of Pharmacology and Toxicology

The University of Texas at Austin
Dell Pediatric Research Institute
1400 Barbara Jordan Blvd. R1800
Austin, TX 78723
Email: karen.vasquez@austin.utexas.edu
Phone: 512-495-3040
Fax: 512-495-4946
Website: http://www.utexas.edu/labs/vasquez/

mailto:karen.vasquez@austin.utexas.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:karen.vasquez@austin.utexas.edu
http://www.utexas.edu/labs/vasquez/



!
Karen&M.&Vasquez,&Ph.D.,&James&T.&Doluisio&Regents&Professor&


Head,&Division&of&Pharmacology&and&Toxicology&&
Dell&Pediatric&Research&Institute&


1400&Barbara&Jordan&Blvd&R1800&•&Austin,&Texas&78723&
(512)&495R3040&•&FAX&(512)&495R4946&•&Email:&karen.vasquez@austin.utexas.edu&


 
September 11, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Yeow: 
 
It is my pleasure to endorse the nomination of Dr. Sabine Lange, Section Manager of 
the Toxicology Division for the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), 
to serve on the USEPA Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC). 
 
I have known Dr. Lange for more than 10 years and have observed first hand her 
excellent scientific capabilities. Since joining the TCEQ, she has been involved in 
applying her risk assessment and toxicology expertise to air pollution regulatory 
activities at the State and Federal level. She has also researched and been an author 
on papers addressing the National Ambient Air Quality Standards pollutants. Dr. 
Lange has direct and relevant experience in understanding the importance of these 
standards at the State level, which is an important perspective to bring to the CASAC.  
 
Dr. Lange would be an excellent addition to the CASAC, and would bring substantive 
scientific and regulatory perspectives and judgement to the USEPA. 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Karen Vasquez, PhD 
James T. Doluisio Regents Professor and Division Head 
Division of Pharmacology and Toxicology 
The University of Texas at Austin 
 
 







From: Voigt, Christopher G. (VDOT)
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Ponticello, James (VDOT)
Subject: CASAC Nomination for Dr. Sabine Lange
Date: Monday, September 11, 2017 3:42:43 PM

Mr. Yeow,
We strongly support a nomination for Dr. Sabine Lange for the Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee (CASAC). Her research interests include the toxicology of criteria air pollutants,
particularly ozone dosimetry and exposure-response. Her combination of a stellar academic
background and related work experience make her an ideal candidate. She would be a valuable
resource for the Committee.
Please let us know if you have any questions regarding this nomination.
Christopher Voigt
VDOT Air Quality
804.371.6764

mailto:Christopher.Voigt@VDOT.Virginia.gov
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:Jim.Ponticello@VDOT.Virginia.gov


From: Bill Anderegg
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Public comment on CASAC candidates
Date: Monday, September 11, 2017 4:22:55 PM

Dear Mr. Aaron Yeow:

I write to provide public comments on the List of Candidates under
consideration for appointment to the CASAC. I am an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Biology at the University of Utah. I received a
Ph.D. from the Department of Biology at Stanford University, worked as a
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) postdoctoral
fellow at Princeton University, and have published more than 50
peer-reviewed scientific papers. My scientific research frequently
covers areas under the purview of the CASAC.

While the vast majority of the candidates nominated for CASAC are
commendable and qualified, there are three candidates that greatly
concern me, whom I believe to be unqualified for the Committee due to
their lack of key credentials and unacceptable conflicts of interest –
Louis Anthony Cox Jr., Deane Waldman and S. Stanley Young.  The CASAC’s
explicit aims are to provide “independent advice, information and
recommendations to the EPA Administrator on the scientific and technical
aspects of air quality.” These three candidates do not have the
appropriate credentials or expertise to provide “scientific and
technical” input to CASAC and their well-documented funding sources with
strong financial interests casts strong doubt on their ability to
provide “independent advice.” Thus, on all stated aims of the CASAC
roles, these three individuals are unqualified and should not be
appointed to the Committee.

Sincerely,

William Anderegg, Ph.D.

--
William R. L. Anderegg, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Biology, University of Utah
email: anderegg@utah.edu
website: anderegglab.net

mailto:u6003057@utah.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Jeff Kemper
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC candidate recommendation
Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 12:09:59 AM

Dear Mr. Aaron Yeow,

i would like to recommend the following candidates for the EPA’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee:

Tony Cox

Robert F. Phalen

Stan Young

My reasoning for recommending these three candidates is based on my years of experience working in public high
school administration. I have found that new people to positions often bring enhancing points of view and
enthusiasm that helps to keep organizational processes vital and relevant - to reinvigorate vision and mission of an
organization. These three candidates could perhaps provide such benefits to the EPA.

The other candidates appear to have long-standing associations with the EPA in various capacities. Perhaps it is time
for change. Please consider the following wish to not consider these candidates not as any negative against them. I
just don’t necessarily see change coming with these candidates listed below given their long EPA affiliations:

George A. Allen
John R. Balmes
Bart Croes
Ana Diez Rouz
Mark Frampton
Rob McConnell
Beate Ritz
Armistead Russell
George Thurston
Scott Zeger

Sincerely,

Jeff Kemper
Retired High School Asst Principal

mailto:jlkemper@me.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Phyllis Coley
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC
Date: Tuesday, September 12, 2017 8:43:40 PM
Attachments: EPA.pdf

Phyllis Coley, Distinguished Professor
Department of Biology, University of Utah
257 South 1400 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84112
coley@biology.utah.edu; 801-581-7088; www.biology.utah.edu/coley/

mailto:p.coley@utah.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:coley@biology.utah.edu
http://www.biology.utah.edu/coley/



 


Department of Biology 
257 South 1400 East 


Salt Lake City, Utah 84112 
(801) 581-6517 -office 


(801) 581-4668 -fax 


 
 
12 September 2017 
 
 
Dear Mr. Aaron Yeow: 
 
 
I am extremely concerned that the CASAC consist of scientists with credentials appropriate for 
providing expert opinions. At least three, Louis Anthony Cox Jr., Deane Waldman and S. 
Stanley Young, clearly lack these credentials and in addition have clear conflicts of interest. 
They will not be able to provide unbiased advice. 
 
 
I am a distinguished Professor of Biology, am in the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and have received the Utah Medal of Science. I urge you to carefully pick this advisory board. 
 
 
Thank you for considering this.  
 
Sincerely, 


 
 
 
 


Phyllis D. Coley 
Distinguished Professor of Biology 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah 
coley@biology.utah.edu 
801-581-7088 







From: Wood,Richard
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Sabine Lange
Subject: endorsement of Sabine Lange, nomination for CASAC
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 1:15:23 PM

Aaron Yeow
Designated Federal Officer
EPA Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee

Dear Mr Yeow:

I write to endorse the nomination of Sabine Lange, Ph.D., DABT 
for service on the EPA's Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee. 
Dr. Lange is Toxicology Section Manager at the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality in Austin, TX.

I know Dr. Lange’s well, as we worked together productively for 
six years on fundamental scientific research questions at MD 
Anderson Cancer Center. Dr. Lange is currently an expert on the 
scientific and technical aspects of air quality, and the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). For example, she 
recently published some of her analyses of the health effects of 
ambient ozone. She would be a knowledgeable, focused, active, 
and articulate committee member, and would bring great benefit 
to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee.

Yours sincerely,

Richard D. Wood, PhD, FRS
Grady F Saunders  Distinguished Professor or Molecular Biology
Department of Epigenetics & Molecular Carcinogenesis
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
P.O. Box 389, 1808 Park Road 1C,
Smithville, TX 78957

tel 512 237 9431 (office)
rwood@mdanderson.org

The information contained in this e-mail message may be 
privileged, confidential, and/or protected from disclosure. This e-
mail message may contain protected health information (PHI); 

mailto:rwood@mdanderson.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:Sabine.Lange@tceq.texas.gov


dissemination of PHI should comply with applicable federal and 
state laws. If you are not the intended recipient, or an authorized 
representative of the intended recipient, any further review, 
disclosure, use, dissemination, distribution, or copying of this 
message or any attachment (or the information contained therein) 
is strictly prohibited. If you think that you have received this e-
mail message in error, please notify the sender by return e-mail 
and delete all references to it and its contents from your systems.



From: Berger, Andy
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Letter in Support of Nomination of Dr. Larry Wolk to Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 2:26:59 PM
Attachments: image001.png

170914 Letter Supporting Nomination of Larry Wolk to CASAC, Walz to Yeow.pdf

Dear Mr. Yeow,
 
Please find attached a letter from Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.
in support of the nomination of Dr. Larry Wolk to serve on the Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee.
 
Best regards,
Andy Berger
 
Andy Berger
Senior Manager, Environmental Policy
Office 303.254.3171 Mobile 303.916.1289

 

mailto:aberger@tristategt.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
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From: Hays, Karen
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Dika Kuoh
Subject: CASAC nomination.pdf
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 5:39:19 PM
Attachments: CASAC nomination.pdf

Mr. Yeow,
 
Attached is my comment letter regarding the List of Candidates for the CASAC.  I urge strong
consideration of Dr. Jim Boylan’s nomination.
 
Thank you,
Karen
 
 
 
Karen Hays, P.E.
Chief, Air Protection Branch
Georgia Environmental Protection Division
4244 International Parkway, Suite 120
Atlanta, GA 30354
Office Phone: 404-363-7016
Work Cell: 404-788-3955
 
 

mailto:Karen.Hays@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=userf0ae7e5a



  
Richard E. Dunn, Director 
 
Air Protection Branch 


4244 International Parkway 


Suite 120 


Atlanta, Georgia 30354 


404-363-7000 


 


 


 


 


 


 


September 14, 2017 


 


Mr. Aaron Yeow  


Designated Federal Officer 


U. S. Environmental Protection Agency Science Advisory Board Staff Office 


Submitted by email to yeow.aaron@epa.gov 


 


Re:  82 FR 29077-29079 


August 28, 2017 Invitation for Public Comment on the List of Candidates for the 


Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee   


 


Dear. Mr. Yeow: 


 


I urge strong consideration of Dr. James Boylan’s nomination for the vacancy on the Clean Air 


Scientific Advisory Committee.  Dr. Boylan has extensive knowledge and understanding of the 


challenges facing state air pollution control agencies with regard to the implementation of the 


national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS).   Dr. Boylan has demonstrated a high level of 


competence, knowledge, and expertise in the scientific and technical fields relevant to air 


pollution and air quality issues as detailed in this letter.  


 


Academic Credentials 


Dr. Boylan an extensive educational background with a Bachelor’s Degree in Chemical 


Engineering from the University of Notre Dame, a Master’s Degree in Chemical Engineering 


from Auburn University, and a Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering from 


Georgia Institute of Technology.  His academic studies have prepared him well for this 


opportunity to serve on the CASAC.   


 


Work Experience 


Dr. Boylan has been employed at the Georgia Environmental Protection Division since 2002 in 


positions of increasing responsibility.  Building on his academic background, Dr. Boylan has 


expertise in air quality modeling, which is integral to developing strategic plans to protect air 


quality.  He is also knowledgeable in emission inventory preparation methods, meteorological 


modeling, and emission modeling.    He has applied the practical knowledge gained from his 


work experience with his academic expertise to develop and implement plans to address the 


complex air quality issues facing Georgia and other states.  Examples include the development of 


attainment and maintenance plans for the 1997 fine particulate matter NAAQS and the 2008 


ozone NAAQS.  Dr. Boylan currently manages the Planning and Support Program of the Air 


Protection Branch.  Dr. Boylan manages staff responsible for  air quality planning, regulatory 


development, photochemical modeling supporting Georgia’s state implementation plans, 


dispersion modeling  in support of permitting activities, and emission inventories.   Dr. Boylan’s 


extensive air quality planning and regulatory experience will serve the CASAC well. 


 



mailto:yeow.aaron@epa.gov





Mr. Aaron Yeow 
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Commitment to Sound Decisions Based on Science 


Dr. Boylan has consistently demonstrated a strong desire to determine what the science says and 


to let those analyses guide his recommendations.  He works with the regulated community, 


policy makers, and citizens of Georgia to develop and implement plans to address ozone, fine 


particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, and regional haze requirements, among other air quality issues.  


Dr. Boylan’s commitment to conducting his work in a rational, well-planned, and defensible 


manner has served Georgia well and will serve the CASAC well. 


 


National Commitment and Reputation 


Dr. Boylan is well known and respected in air pollution control and air quality management 


circles.  He has authored 18 peer-reviewed journal articles on ozone and PM2.5 formation, and 


has presented research findings at over 200 national, regional and local conferences and 


meetings.    He is the chair of the Southeastern States Air Resource Managers (SESARM) 


Technical Analysis Work Group, leader of the SESARM Emissions and Air Quality Modeling 


Workgroup, and co-chair of the Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies (AAPCA) 


Modeling Committee.  Dr. Boylan also serves on the CASAC Sulfur Oxides Review Panel.    


  


Conclusion 


The CASAC will function most effectively with a team of diverse scientific and technical 


experts.  Strong state representation on the CASAC is critical.  State personnel possess direct 


knowledge and experience critical to providing informed, comprehensive, and authoritative 


understanding of the NAAQS. Dr. James Boylan is well qualified for the CASAC and I urge 


your consideration of his nomination.   


 


Thank you for your consideration of my recommendation. If you have any questions, please 


contact me at Karen.Hays@dnr.ga.gov or 404-363-7016. 


 


Sincerely, 


 
Karen Hays, P. E. 


Chief 


Air Protection Branch 



mailto:Karen.Hays@dnr.ga.gov





From: DaleHartz
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Casac Recommendations
Date: Thursday, September 14, 2017 8:06:01 PM

 

Recommendations for EPA’s Clean Air
Scientific Advisory Committee

 

I vote for the following candidates:

   Tony Cox 

   Robert F. Phalen 
   St an Young 
 
 
 
I vote against the following candidates:
 

  George A. Allen
  John R. Balmes
  Bart Croes 
  Ana Diez

      Mark Frampton 
      Rob McConnell    
      Beate Ritz 
      Armistead (Ted) Russell 
      George Thurston 
      Scott Zeger .
 

mailto:dalehartz@cox.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


 
 
Marvin D. Hartz
 
Tulsa, OK



From: Clint Woods
To: Pruitt, Scott
Cc: Yeow, Aaron; Jackson, Ryan; Yamada, Richard (Yujiro); Gunasekara, Mandy; Lyons, Troy; sean.alteri@ky.gov;

Spencer, Stuart
Subject: Comments on Candidates for EPA"s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 9:40:55 AM
Attachments: AAPCA Comments - CASAC List of Candidates - 9-15-17.pdf

Administrator Pruitt,
 
Please find the attached letter from the Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies (AAPCA) on
the list of candidates under consideration for appointment to U.S. EPA’s Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee (CASAC). The letter encourages U.S. EPA to select state air agency experts for
the chartered CASAC as well as future review panels. It also discusses Clean Air Act requirements
for membership and scope of advice (including advice on adverse health, welfare, social, economic,
or energy effects related to National Ambient Air Quality Standards), the value of
geographically and scientifically diverse viewpoints, and your opportunity, as the appointing
authority, to determine appointment and terms for federal advisory committee members in
accordance with 41 CFR 102-3.130.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on these qualified candidates for CASAC, and
please do not hesitate to contact us with any additional questions.
 
 
Clint Woods
Executive Director
Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies
1776 Avenue of the States
Lexington, KY 40511
859.244.8040 – office
cwoods@csg.org
http://www.cleanairact.org
 
 

mailto:cwoods@csg.org
mailto:Pruitt.Scott@epa.gov
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:jackson.ryan@epa.gov
mailto:yamada.richard@epa.gov
mailto:Gunasekara.Mandy@epa.gov
mailto:lyons.troy@epa.gov
mailto:sean.alteri@ky.gov
mailto:SPENCER@adeq.state.ar.us
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentCASAC/E8193346C2CB51998525814B00705769/$File/CASAC%202017%20List%20of%20Candidates.pdf
mailto:cwoods@csg.org
http://www.cleanairact.org/
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September 15, 2017 


 


Administrator Scott Pruitt 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 


William Jefferson Clinton Building 


1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 


Washington, DC 20460 


 


Subject: Invitation for Public Comment on the List of Candidates for the U.S. Environmental Protection 


Agency’s (EPA) Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) 


 


Administrator Pruitt: 


 


The Association of Air Pollution Control Agencies (AAPCA)
1
 appreciates U.S. EPA’s request for 


public comments on the list of candidates for service on EPA’s chartered CASAC.
2
 You stated in EPA’s 


call for nominations that you “… encourage scientific viewpoints from a full range of stakeholders in order 


to achieve balanced scientific advice.”
3
 Recently, AAPCA, in conjunction with The Council of State 


Governments (CSG), created a new resource – located at www.cooperativefederalism.org – entitled 


STATES AT THE TABLE: Engaging Energy and Environmental Opportunities with Federal Advisory 


Committees to provide information on federal advisory committee opportunities for state officials.
4
 


 


U.S. EPA’s list of qualified candidates includes four experts from state environmental agencies: Dr. 


James Boylan, Georgia Environmental Protection Division (and co-chair of AAPCA’s Modeling 


Committee); Dr. Sabine Lange, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality; Dr. Steve Packham, Utah 


Department of Environmental Quality; and, Dr. Larry Wolk, Colorado Department of Public Health and 


Environment. These individuals have demonstrated high levels of competence, knowledge, and expertise in 


fields relevant to air pollution and air quality issues, and possess significant experience in the technical 


aspects of National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), including cost-benefit analysis, modeling, 


monitoring, and emissions inventory assessment. Their on-the-ground experience in implementing the 


NAAQS would be indispensable to CASAC and EPA, and would provide key perspectives in the scientific 


review process. Each candidate also holds an advanced degree, with impressive academic credentials in 


fields that include chemical engineering, modeling, risk assessment, toxicology, and public health. 


 


                                                           
1
 AAPCA is a national, non-profit, consensus-driven organization focused on assisting state and local air quality 


agencies and personnel with implementation and technical issues associated with the federal Clean Air Act. AAPCA 


represents more than 40 state and local air agencies, and senior officials from 20 state environmental agencies 


currently sit on the AAPCA Board of Directors. AAPCA is housed in Lexington, Kentucky as an affiliate of The 


Council of State Governments. You can find more information about AAPCA at: http://www.cleanairact.org. In 


addition, more information on AAPCA agencies can be found in the recently released report, The Greatest Story 


Seldom Told: Profiles and Success Stories in Air Pollution Control. 
2
 U.S. EPA Science Advisory Board Staff Office, Invitation for Public Comment on the List of Candidates For the 


Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, August 28, 2017. 
3
 U.S. EPA, “EPA to Accept Nominations for Science Boards,” June 27, 2017. 


4
 This resource includes information on federal advisory committees at U.S. EPA, the U.S. Departments of Energy 


and Interior, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, as well as an introduction to the Federal 


Advisory Committee Act. 



http://www.cooperativefederalism.org/

http://www.cleanairact.org/

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/documents/GreatestStory4-17-17.pdf

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/documents/GreatestStory4-17-17.pdf

https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentCASAC/E8193346C2CB51998525814B00705769/$File/CASAC%202017%20List%20of%20Candidates.pdf

https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsCurrentCASAC/E8193346C2CB51998525814B00705769/$File/CASAC%202017%20List%20of%20Candidates.pdf

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-accept-nominations-science-boards

http://www.cooperativefederalism.org/
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AAPCA strongly recommends that EPA consider these state experts in the current chartered CASAC 


selection process. State, local, and tribal agency personnel possess direct knowledge and experience critical 


to providing informed, comprehensive, and authoritative understanding of the NAAQS.  


 


EPA should ensure the chartered CASAC and individual NAAQS review panels include significant 


state, local, or tribal participation and diverse geographic backgrounds of advisors. At present, this is not 


the case. To illustrate: 


 According to a May 2015 letter from CSG West: “For EPA’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory 


Committee Ozone Review Panel, which provided the critical advice for Administrator Gina 


McCarthy’s proposed ozone regulations, only one of the 22 panelists came from a state/local 


perspective.”
5
 


 Historically, representation on CASAC committees and panels has been limited to specific regions 


and a handful of states.
6
  


 A survey of twenty state air directors, including both AAPCA members and non-members, 


provides context for these concerns.
7
 The survey found: 


o A majority of respondents said state and local agencies are not adequately represented on 


CASAC and its subpanels, and that these panels are not sufficiently geographically diverse. 


o A majority of respondents agreed that the CASAC process for nominating and recommending 


expert candidates was transparent and clearly understood, but the top three barriers selected by 


respondents to state personnel serving on CASAC or its subpanels were lack of time to serve, 


low likelihood of being selected, and a perceived lack of expertise.   


 Other EPA federal advisory committees have found avenues to expand membership for 


intergovernmental partners and co-regulators. For example, the Assumable Waters Subcommittee 


of the National Advisory Council on Environmental Policy and Technology (NACEPT) included 


ten state and two tribal members, representing members from seven different EPA regions.
8
  


 The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2016, signed into law on December 17, 2015, was 


accompanied by a report directing the EPA Administrator to develop a policy statement on science 


quality and integrity for the Science Advisory Board. The report also indicated that “EPA’s policy 


statement should include goals on increasing membership from States and tribes who are often 


underrepresented….”
9
  


 The Government Accountability Office (GAO) reviewed this policy statement and reported in June 


2017 that EPA did “not include specific or numeric goals on increasing membership from states 


and tribes,” and recommended that the Agency specifically address the Congressional directives.
10


 


 The U.S. House Appropriations Committee report for H.R. 3354, the Department of the Interior, 


Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act of 2018, again directed EPA “to develop 


updated policy statements in order to fulfill previous Congressional directives.”
11


 


 


 


                                                           
5
 The Council of State Governments West, Letter to Senators Mike Rounds and Edward Markey, May 19, 2015.  


6
 Data collected from CASAC entry in the FACA database, which contains information on panelists back to FY1997. 


7
 Survey results and related presentation are available on AAPCA’s 2016 Spring Meeting website.  


8
 U.S. EPA, Assumable Waters Sub-Committee, June 2016. The Assumable Waters Subcommittee Report was 


transmitted via NACEPT on June 2, 2017. 
9
 Explanatory Statement Submitted for Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2016, pg. H10220, December 17, 2015. 


10
 GAO Assessment of Updated EPA Policy Statement, June 8, 2017 


11
 Report from the Committee on Appropriations to accompany H.R. 3354, pg. 62, July 21, 2017. 



http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/68065b26-1370-4b2e-aa16-f76776649c45/finallettertosenatorsroundsandmarkey.pdf

http://facadatabase.gov/committee/committee.aspx?cid=634&aid=51

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/events/2016SpringMeeting.aspx

https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/assumable-waters-sub-committee

https://www.epa.gov/cwa-404/submission-assumable-waters-subcommittees-final-report

https://www.congress.gov/crec/2015/12/17/CREC-2015-12-17-pt3-PgH10161.pdf

http://www.gao.gov/assets/690/685095.pdf

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CRPT-115hrpt238/pdf/CRPT-115hrpt238.pdf
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The Federal Advisory Committee Act requires committees to be “fairly balanced in terms of the points 


of view represented and the functions to be performed.” CASAC’s charter and the Clean Air Act (CAA) 


direct EPA to appoint at least one member of the National Academy of Sciences, one physician, and one 


person representing state air pollution control agencies. The most recent Membership Balance Plan for 


CASAC, last updated in June 2017, states that “Geographic location may be considered” as the only other 


balance factor that “EPA identifies as important in achieving a balanced [Federal Advisory Committee].”
12


 


U.S. EPA’s Peer Review Handbook states that the Agency should “include a broad enough spectrum of 


other related experts to consider wider dimensions of the issue(s)” and “keep a balance by considering new 


individuals who bring fresh perspectives to the review of a work product.”
13


  


 


Geographically diverse state, local, and tribal contributors have unique, direct experience with the 


NAAQS, including expertise that could help CASAC carrying out the full responsibilities in its charter and 


Section 109(d) of the CAA. This includes advice on: “any adverse public health, welfare, social, economic, 


or energy effects which may result from various strategies for attainment and maintenance of such” 


NAAQS; “the relative contribution to air pollution concentrations of natural as well as anthropogenic 


activity”; “areas in which additional knowledge is required to appraise the adequacy and basis of” NAAQS; 


and, “the research efforts necessary to provide the required information.” 


 


In 2015, the GAO reported that CASAC has not carried out its role in providing some of this advice 


related to the NAAQS “… because EPA has never asked CASAC to do so.”
14


 EPA’s press release calling 


for nominations also recognized that EPA and CASAC have failed to carry out statutory duties required in 


the CAA. AAPCA has detailed the historical record confirming GAO’s finding, and identified five avenues 


for EPA and CASAC to facilitate this advice (including the critical role of experts from state, local, and 


tribal environmental agencies in reforming the current CASAC review process).
15


 Communications from 


AAPCA members also suggest that state air pollution control agencies would benefit from the full suite of 


statutorily required advice.
16


 


 


EPA should select state air agency experts for the chartered CASAC from this list of qualified 


candidates. If EPA is unable to select a seven-member chartered CASAC that satisfies CAA requirements 


for membership and scope of advice, including advice on adverse social, economic or energy effects related 


to NAAQS, and with geographically and scientifically diverse viewpoints, the EPA Administrator, as the 


appointing authority, should reconstitute the panel in accordance with 41 CFR 102-3.130.
17


 EPA should 


                                                           
12


 CASAC 2017 Membership Balance Plan. 
13


 U.S. EPA, Peer Review Handbook, 4
th


 Edition, October 2015. 
14


 U.S. GAO, EPA’S SCIENCE ADVISORY BOARD: Improved Procedures Needed to Process Congressional  


Requests for Scientific Advice, June 2015. 
15


 AAPCA, “Advice and Context: The Role of CASAC in Contextualizing Background Pollution and Adverse 


NAAQS Effects,” June 2016. 
16


 In response to a May 2014 letter from members of the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works, 


the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality,  Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality, North 


Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (now Department of Environmental Quality), and Texas 


Commission on Environmental Quality provided feedback on the CASAC process. Multi-state comments on the 


proposed ozone NAAQS provide perspectives on the role of CASAC. The previously cited survey of state air 


directors found that more than 80 percent of respondents thought CASAC advice on the full suite of topics in the 


charter and Section 109(d) of the Clean Air Act, as part of the NAAQS review process, would be helpful.  
17


 41 CFR 102-3.130 states “Unless otherwise provided by statute, Presidential directive, or other establishment 


authority, advisory committee members serve at the pleasure of the appointing or inviting authority. Membership 


terms are at the sole discretion of the appointing or inviting authority.” 



https://facadatabase.gov/download.aspx?fn=Charters/719_2017.06.12_CASAC%202017%20Membership%20Balance%20Plan_(2017-06-12-09-49-26).pdf

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-03/documents/epa_peer_review_handbook_4th_edition.pdf

http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/670647.pdf

http://www.gao.gov/assets/680/670647.pdf

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/news/documents/AWMA-6-20-16.pdf

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/news/documents/AWMA-6-20-16.pdf

https://web.archive.org/web/20141208042421/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=999cb305-9457-4fdd-a918-aebf11658e14

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110124050/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=78659f58-83aa-4c06-9832-86d90efb0b7d

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110123502/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=08172143-58b8-4734-bf78-cbdf279e133d

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110133105/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=0ba945cc-f16f-4e95-ab47-8427c20a9f94

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110133105/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=0ba945cc-f16f-4e95-ab47-8427c20a9f94

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110123616/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=e3c917db-ccf9-4c22-8d8b-d783458fd5fe

https://web.archive.org/web/20150110123616/http:/www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=e3c917db-ccf9-4c22-8d8b-d783458fd5fe

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/news/documents/Mutli-StateOzoneCommentsAL.IN.MS.ND.WV.WY3-17-15.pdf

http://www.csg.org/aapca_site/events/documents/SurveyResults_000.pdf

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiD8OCo7P_VAhVL34MKHX7ZDuMQFggoMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.cornell.edu%2Fcfr%2Ftext%2F41%2F102-3.130&usg=AFQjCNFXr8FNPNVq2KYlSZF2UdlMrSSA1Q
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also strongly encourage nominations of qualified state, local, and tribal environmental agency experts for 


future openings on individual CASAC NAAQS review panels. 


 


Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on EPA’s excellent list of candidates for CASAC. If 


you have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Mr. Clint Woods, Executive Director, at 


cwoods@csg.org or (859) 244-8040. 


  


 


 


Sincerely, 


 


 
 


Sean Alteri 


Director, Kentucky Division for Air Quality 


2017 President, AAPCA 


 


 


 


 


 
 


Stuart Spencer 


Associate Director, Office of Air Quality 


Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality 


2018 President, AAPCA 


 



mailto:cwoods@csg.org





From: Paul Miller
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Zarba, Christopher
Subject: NESCAUM comment letter on CASAC nominees
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 12:30:42 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image004.png
image005.png
nescaum-letter-to-epa-on-casac-process-20170915-final.pdf

Dear Mr. Yeow:
Please find attached a submission by the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management in
response to EPA’s public comment request on the List of Nominees for the Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee, posted by EPA on August 28, 2017.
 
Sincerely,
 
Paul J. Miller, Deputy Director & Chief Scientist
Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management
89 South Street, Suite 602
Boston, MA 02111
Ph: 617-259-2016
Fax: 617-742-9162
www.nescaum.org

Follow us:

        
 

mailto:pmiller@nescaum.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:Zarba.Christopher@epa.gov
http://www.nescaum.org/
http://www.nescaum.org/
http://www.facebook.com/nescaum
http://www.twitter.com/nescaum
http://www.linkedin.com/company/nescaum
https://plus.google.com/107612416199758902487

NESCAUM


















 


 


 


September 15, 2017 


 


 


Mr. Aaron Yeow 


Designated Federal Officer, Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee 


USEPA Headquarters 


William Jefferson Clinton Building 


1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 


Mail Code: 1400R 


Washington, DC 20460 


Via Email: yeow.aaron@epa.gov 


 


Re: Invitation for Public Comment on the List of Candidates For EPA’s Clean Air Scientific 


Advisory Committee (CASAC) 


 


Dear Mr. Yeow: 


 


The Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management (NESCAUM)
1
 offer the following 


comments on the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) List of Candidates for 2017 


CASAC Annual Membership, posted August 28, 2017 on EPA’s web site.
2
  CASAC plays an 


important role under the Clean Air Act in providing expert advice to EPA that includes 


reviewing EPA’s air quality criteria and national ambient air quality standards developed under 


Clean Air Act (CAA) sections 108 and 109, as well as providing EPA with other related 


scientific and technical advice.
3
 


 


On June 27, 2017, EPA’s Science Advisory Board (SAB) issued a “Request for Nominations of 


Candidates to the EPA’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC)” (Federal Register 


Vol. 82, pp. 29077-29079).  This request specifically asked for “nominations of experts to serve 


on the CASAC who are physicians and members of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) 


with expertise in the health effects of air pollution.”  This is consistent with the requirements of 


CAA section 109(d), which specifies that the CASAC is composed of seven members, with at 


least one member of the NAS, one physician, and one person representing state air pollution 


control agencies.  The three-year term of the current chair of the CASAC, Dr. Ana Diez-Roux (a 


                                                 
1
 NESCAUM is a coalition of state air agencies formed in 1967 by the New England state governors to promote 


regional cooperation and action in support of effective programs to reduce the adverse public health and 


environmental impacts of air pollution.  NESCAUM’s members are the state air agencies of Connecticut, Maine, 


Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont. 
2
U.S. EPA, 2017 Nominations for Membership on the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC), 


https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf//LookupWebProjectsRequestsforCommentsCASAC/E8193346C2CB51


998525814B00705769?OpenDocument&TableRow=2.1#2 (accessed September 7, 2017). 
3
 United States Environmental Protection Agency Charter, Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee, filed with 


Congress June 5, 2017. Available at 


https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/WebCASAC/2017casaccharter/$File/CASAC%202017%20Renewal%2


0Charter%20Filed%206-5-17.pdf (accessed September 5, 2017). 



https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsRequestsforCommentsCASAC/E8193346C2CB51998525814B00705769?OpenDocument&TableRow=2.1#2

https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/LookupWebProjectsRequestsforCommentsCASAC/E8193346C2CB51998525814B00705769?OpenDocument&TableRow=2.1#2

https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/WebCASAC/2017casaccharter/$File/CASAC%202017%20Renewal%20Charter%20Filed%206-5-17.pdf

https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/WebCASAC/2017casaccharter/$File/CASAC%202017%20Renewal%20Charter%20Filed%206-5-17.pdf
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physician and also a member of the NAS – she fills two CAA requirements), is ending 


September 30, 2017, and this request for nominations is consistent with filling her position on 


the CASAC.  According to the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA) database,
4
 there are no 


other current CASAC members whose three-year terms are expiring this year. 


 


There are 43 names on the August 28, 2017 list of candidates for the CASAC, but only 9 appear 


to meet the basic criteria required by the CAA in the Federal Register announcement.  It is our 


understanding that the typical agency process is to post a “short-list” (a sub-set) of nominations 


received for public comment that reflects the specific requirements of the CASAC position to be 


filled, as well as a candidate’s willingness to serve.  In this case, we are concerned that the 


agency is proposing for consideration “all comers,” including those that do not meet the specific 


criteria given in the Federal Register notice, i.e., “physicians and members of the National 


Academy of Sciences (NAS) with expertise in the health effects of air pollution.”  Inviting public 


comment on nominees not meeting the basic criteria creates confusion in trying to provide 


informed commentary on what qualifications actually matter if not the stated ones in the Federal 


Register.  Furthermore, if the EPA Administrator appoints a CASAC member that does not meet 


the basic criteria as announced publicly in the Federal Register notice, then the CASAC 


nomination process becomes arbitrary and deeply flawed. 


 


It is important that the CASAC nomination process be fully transparent and align with the 


announced requirements.  Final nominees for consideration must meet these basic requirements 


at a minimum, while having the necessary expertise to perform the role CASAC has in providing 


informed scientific advice to EPA.  This is particularly important considering CASAC’s 


engagement in the upcoming review of the fine particulate (PM2.5) national ambient air quality 


standards, which have important public health implications. 


 


We encourage the agency to appoint a CASAC member that has the required qualifications and 


relevant expertise consistent with the request for nominations.  This would maintain confidence 


that CASAC will retain the ability to fulfill its important role under the CAA. 


 


Sincerely,  


 


 


 


Arthur N. Marin 


Executive Director 


 


 


cc: NESCAUM Directors 


 Dr. Christopher Zarba, EPA SAB director 


 


                                                 
4
 https://www.facadatabase.gov/committee/members.aspx?cid=634 (accessed September 7, 2017). 



https://www.facadatabase.gov/committee/members.aspx?cid=634





From: Kurt Hegmann
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Dr. Packham and CASAC
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 12:49:32 PM
Attachments: 9-15-2017%20Packham%20Letter.pdf

Mr. Yeow:
Please find attached a letter of support.
Thank you
Kurt Hegmann

mailto:Kurt.Hegmann@hsc.utah.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov











From: Jackie Ploch
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Nomination for Dr. Sabine Lange
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 2:26:27 PM

Mr. Yeow,
 
We strongly support a nomination for Dr. Sabine Lange for the Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee (CASAC). Dr Lange manages the Toxicology program  at TCEQ.  Texas is home to a large
diverse group of industrial sources and a large portion of the U.S. petrochemical industry. Texas is
the second most populated state in the nation.  Texas has more sources of emissions than most if
not all states in the nation.  Texas has one of the most sophisticated and largest ambient monitoring
networks in the U.S.  Texas has reduced air emissions higher than the average and has better air
quality than many of the more populated states in the U.S. For details on air quality success, please
see: https://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/airsuccess.  These successes are closely tied to the work
Dr. Lange manages and leads in toxicology and risk assessments. Her work had led to continuous
improvements in TCEQ air quality protection programs while continuing to afford economic
prosperity for the state.  Her knowledge of toxicology and risk assessment work in Texas would be an
asset in helping CASAC provide advice and recommendations on future NAAQS reviews for the U.S.  
 
She and her staff provide TxDOT with air quality risk assessment technical support.  The data
provided to my agency is in formats easy for the public to understand.  The TCEQ Toxicology
program website has information in the same easy to understand format.
 
Dr. Lange would be an asset for CASAC just as she is for the state of Texas.  
 
Respectfully,
 
Jackie
 
Jackie Ploch
Human Environment Program Manager
Pollution Prevention and Abatement | Environmental Affairs Division

Texas Department of Transportation | Mailing:  125 E. 11th St., Austin, TX 78701-2483
Work: 512.416.2621 | Mobile: 512.483.1969 | jackie.ploch@txdot.gov
 

mailto:Jackie.Ploch@txdot.gov
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/airquality/airsuccess
mailto:jackie.ploch@txdot.gov
http://www.dot.state.tx.us/txdot100/


From: Rob Sisson
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC nominations
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 4:13:03 PM

Aaron-
 
I highly recommend Dr. Nan Hayworth for appointment to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory
Committee. I’ve known Nan for six years and have the highest respect for her intellect, candor, and
abilities.  She will serve the country well in this capacity.
 
Rob
 
 
Robert C. Sisson, President
ConservAmerica
971 S. Centerville Road, PMB 139
Sturgis, MI  49091
269.689.9659
rsisson@conservamerica.org
@Rob_Sisson
 

mailto:rsisson@conservamerica.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Gutherman Technical Services
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 4:52:18 PM

Mr. Yeow,
 
I am very interested in your choice of candidates for CASAC.  While I do not have any specific
candidates in mind, I do have criteria for choosing.  No one who has received EPA grants in the past
5 years should be chosen due to conflict of interest.  You should also choose from a range of people
in the policy, scientific, business, and energy communities both in the public and private sector.  All
successful candidates should have to agree to not solicit or receive government grants from EPA for
an appropriate time frame but no less than one year after serving.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 

Brian Gutherman
President
Gutherman Technical Services, LLC
1 Lamplighter Lane
Shamong, NJ 08088
Office: (609) 268-5527
Cell: (609) 661-0418
Fax: (609) 935-3484
 
Twitter:  @NJNuke
 
This email message is intended only for the use of clients and colleagues of Gutherman
Technical Services. Information contained in this email message and its attachments may be
privileged, confidential and protected from disclosure. If you are not the intended recipient,
please do not read, copy, use or disclose this communication to others. Also please notify the
sender by replying to this message and then delete it from your system.
 
 

mailto:gutherman@comcast.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: marcie.dreyer@verizon.net
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: 2017 CASAC Annual Membership
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 5:55:26 PM

Mr Yeow:
 
For:
 

Tony Cox — PhD in risk analysis. Consultant. Expert in air quality
epidemiology. Multiple strong publications on air quality.

Robert F. Phalen — Professor of Medicine, UC-Irvine. Co-driector at Air
Pollution Health Effects Laboratory. A long-time voice of scientific sanity inside
the beast.

Stan Young — PhD Statistican. Retired from National Institute of Statistical
Sciences. Co-author of the California study debunking notion that PM2.5 kills.

Against:
 

George A. Allen — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist.
Conflict of interest ($3,907,111 in EPA grants). Has already served on
CASAC.
John R. Balmes. — Long-time EPA and California Air Resources Board
(CARB) crony and junk scientist. Conflict of interest ($5,857,626 in EPA
grants). Is already serving on the corrupted CASAC PM subcommittee (20125-
2018).
Bart Croes — Long-time EPA/CARB crony and air quality junk scientist.
Ana Diez Roux — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict
of interest ($34,900,315 in EPA grants). Already served on CASAC. Is
currently on corrupted CASAC PM Subcommittee (2015-2018).
Mark Frampton — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist.
Conducted illegal/unethical human experiments on behalf of EPA. Conflict of
interest ($17,447,566 in EPA grants). Is already serving on corrupted CASAC
PM Subcommittee (2015-2018).
Rob McConnell — Long-time EPA crony and junk scientist. Conflict of interest
($19,561,006 in EPA grants). Is already serving on the corrupted CASAC PM
subcommittee (2015-2018).
Beate Ritz — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of
intyerest ($14,215,263 in EPA grants).
Armistead (Ted) Russell — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk
scientist. Conflict of interest ($22,309,779 in EPA grants).
George Thurston — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist.
Conflict of interest ($10,795,914 in EPA grants).
Scott Zeger — Long-time EPA crony and air quality junk scientist. Conflict of

mailto:marcie.dreyer@verizon.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabpeople.nsf/WebCommitteesSubcommittees/CASAC%20Particulate%20Matter%20Review%20Panel%20%282015-2018%29


interest ($9,526,921 in EPA grants).

Thank you,
Marcie Dreyer



From: Ursula Nelson
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Steven Packham
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 6:02:01 PM
Attachments: Yeow recommendation ltr Sept2017.pdf

Hi Aaron. Here is my letter.
 
Please let me know if you need anything further.
 
Thank you.
 
 
 
Ursula Kramer Nelson, Director
Pima County Department of Environmental Quality
520.724.7454
www.pima.gov/deq
 
 
 

mailto:Ursula.Nelson@pima.gov
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
http://www.pima.gov/deq



 
 


5301 W. Ina Road 
Tucson, Arizona 85743-9751 


www.pima.gov/deq 
Ursula Kramer Nelson, P.E. (520) 724-7400 
Director FAX (520) 838-7432 
 
September 15, 2017 
 
 
 
E.P.A. Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) 
Aaron Yeow, Federal Officer 
Washington, DC 
 
Dear Mr. Yeow: 
 
I am writing to support the nomination of Dr. Steven Packham for 2017 CASAC membership. I 
worked with Dr. Packham until August 2000 when I was the director for the Utah Divison of Air 
Quality. Dr. Packham provided valuable support to the Division for many activities including 
development of the Utah Ozone State Implementation Plan in 1993 and heading the inter-
divisional drafting committee for the Utah Risk Management Plan.  
 
Air regulatory agencies are tasked with protecting the public health and the environment by 
developing and implementing rules and regulations to control air pollution. Since many of the 
employees typically have degrees in engineering and related fields, the input of a toxicologist 
such as Dr. Packham provides the critically important health impact information. Dr. Packham 
has demonstrated his ability to provide toxicological information to allow the regulatory agencies 
to develop effective and appropriate regulatory approaches. In addition he is able to work 
effectively with diverse stakeholders to form collaborative partnerships.  
 
It is important for CASAC to have a geographically diverse membership. As a representative of 
the western states, Dr. Packham will be able to contribute the perspective and unique challenges 
facing western states. His experience working directly in an air quality agency will allow him to 
bring his practical experience to bear to supplement the very technical needs of CASAC. 
 
In summary, I support the nomination of Dr. Packham to CASAC. He has excellent toxicological 
knowledge, has direct practical experience with a state agency and is skilled in working 
collaboratively with a variety of stakeholders. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Ursula Nelson, P.E. 
Director, PDEQ 



http://www.pima.gov/deq/

http://www.pima.gov/deq/





From: Jeffrey Garner
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Recommend for council.
Date: Friday, September 15, 2017 6:13:26 PM

Tom Young, Stan Cox, they're not receiving grants from EPA, no conflicts of interest.
Thanks for allowing input.
Jeffrey Garner 
Brawley, CA

mailto:jgarner296969@gmail.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Paul Walker
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Nan Hayworth and CASAC
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2017 1:02:54 PM

Mr. Yeow,

I am writing you today to support the appointment of Nan Hayworth, M.D. to the EPA's Clean
Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC).

Dr. Hayworth and I have served together on the board of ConservAmerica for several years -
and, as you likely know she is currently serving as the Chairman of ConservAmerica, the
nation's premiere center-right environmental advocacy organization. Dr. Hayworth provides a
unique and valuable set of skills, knowledge, and experience to our organization and her
appointment to CASAC would be strongly in the public interest.

Dr. Hayworth has experience in medicine, business, and politics - three sectors profoundly
affected by emissions and climate change concerns. She understands full well the need to
continuously reduce emissions of pollutants; she understands the local impacts of PM, SOx,
NOx, mercury and arsenic and other toxics. And she understands the need to continuously
research climate change - all with an understanding of the business and political needs to have
consensus, clarity, and realistic approaches to reducing emissions.

She, like everyone involved with ConservAmerica, is convinced by the science of climate
change - and, like the rest of our board, believes that the best way to deal with it is for federal-
state cooperation in the development of business-realistic approaches to ensuring the reduction
of GHGs and all emissions.

She would provide the CASAC with a strong, independent, and realistic view based on her
unique blend of personal and professional skills and experience. I would be more than happy
to answer any questions you may have regarding Dr. Hayworth; and I thank you for your
consideration of her appointment.

-- 
Paul Walker
ConservAmerica

mailto:pwalker@conservamerica.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Lyon Family
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Letter of Recommendation for Stephen Packham Ph.D.
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2017 7:13:03 PM

Dear Mr. Yeow, RE: Steven Packham

Steven Packham, PhD., asked me to write a letter of recommendation for
him. He tells me he is being considered for a position on an advisory
board to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and hence the need for
a letter.

I've known Steve professionally for over 25 years. I first met him when
I was doing consulting work for a local industry concerning air
pollution. I was impressed with his knowledge of toxicology, especially
inhalation toxicology. I was also impressed with his ability to apply
this knowledge to issues affecting the health of human populations
concerning air pollution. He has continue to stay abreast of air
pollution problems, and when I need information on such matter Steve is
the first person I call.

Because of his position with the State of Utah he has had to thread his
way between individuals and groups who want to stop all combustion of
any kind, and the demands for heat, light. energy and transportation
that occur anywhere that people live. When I first worked with him I was
impressed with his skill in doing so. He has the ability to explain
complex scientific studies to lay people, and is not afraid to make
recommendations based on the available information.

At a personal level Steve is someone who values honesty in science. He
is also a person of the highest integrity in his words and actions. You
can rely on what he says and what he promises to do.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph L. Lyon, M.D., M.P.H.

Professor Emeritus

University of Utah School of Medicine

;

mailto:familylyon@comcast.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


From: Steve Alder
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Letter of Support for Dr. Packham for appointment to the EPA Clean Air Science Advisory Committee
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2017 7:42:32 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Packham Sept 2017.docx

Dear Mr. Yeow-
 
  Attached is a letter of support for the appointment of Dr. Stephen Packham to the EPA Clean Air
Science Advisory Committee.  Please let me know if you need anything further from me on this
matter.
 
Sincerely,
 
Steve Alder
 
-- 
Stephen C. Alder, PhD
Professor and Vice Chair
Chief, Division of Public Health
Department of Family and Preventive Medicine
University of Utah
375 Chipeta Way, Suite A
Salt Lake City, Utah 84108
801-587-3315
 

 

mailto:steve.alder@utah.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
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Mr. Aaron Yeow

Designated Federal Officer

Clean Air Science Advisory Committee

Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460



Re: Support for appointment of Dr. Stephen Packham to the EPA Clean Air Science Advisory Committee



Dear Mr. Yeow:



I am pleased to submit this letter of support for Stephen Packham, PhD, DABT to be appointed as a member of the EPA Clean Air Science Advisory Committee.  I am the Chief of Public Health and Vice Chair of Family and Preventive Medicine at the University of Utah Medical School.  I have known Dr. Packham for more than 20 years and feel he is well qualified for this appointment.



Dr. Packham has notable professional qualifications that are well suited for this service. He has had a lengthy and successful career as a toxicologist with the Utah Department of Environmental Quality that has spanned nearly 3 decades.  He is a Diplomat of the American Board of Toxicology.  He has been instrumental in helping to guide practices policies to help the state of Utah achieve environmental quality standards, including all of the implementation plans to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards since 1993.  He was worked with the Utah Department of Health, the University of Utah, Utah State University, private stakeholders, local health departments and school districts to better understand the effects of PM2.5 on children. He continues to work closely with the Utah Department of Health to co-lead a seminar series on toxicology and risk factors associated with ozone and other air quality issues. He is an active adjunct faculty member in Family and Preventive Medicine at the University of Utah.



Dr. Packham has well documented career that clearly demonstrates his commitment and capacity to work with the regulation community, health care providers and organizations, and scientists from a variety of fields to improve air quality and reduce the adverse effects of environmental pollutants on personal and public health.  He is dedicated to this field of science and will provide a valuable perspective and knowledge base to this committee. 



I am pleased to recommend him for this appointment.  Please feel free to contact me if I can provide any further information regarding Dr. Packham’s qualifications.  



Respectfully,

[image: ]

Stephen C. Alder, PhD

TSH Morton Endowed Professor and Vice Chair

Chief, Division of Public Health
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375 Chipeta Way, Suite A
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From: Environmental Protection-Network
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: epn-steering@googlegroups.com
Subject: Comments on the List of Candidates under consideration for appointment to the CASAC
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2017 8:34:25 PM

The following comments are submitted on behalf of the Environmental Protection Network, an
organization of former federal and state officials. Further information on the EPN can be found at
www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the qualifications and background of the candidates for
service on the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC).   We commend the transparency
of the nomination process, which asked the public to nominate diverse and strong candidates to meet
the statutory requirements. Among a list which includes some distinguished physicians and scientists
who are well positioned to provide high quality advice to the agency is one, Dr. Ana Diez-Roux,
who alone fits the statutory criteria for the available slot.  There are three who we believe do not
match the illustrious membership representing the best of the scientific community that has
characterized the CASAC, an advisory committee critical to EPA decision processes.

Our understanding is that the current vacancy in this committee of seven experts, as defined by
statute, is for an individual who has the rather unusual combination of being a Medical Doctor and a
Member of the National Academy of Sciences (NAS). Although there are medical doctors on the list
and a very few NAS members (i.e., elected members, not members of NAS or NRC panels), there is
only one candidate who is both:  Dr. Ana Diez Roux.  We strongly support Dr. Diez Roux because
of her credentials, scientific reputation in the field of air quality, and past meritorious service to
CASAC.  No other candidates meet the minimum statutory requirements for the opening.

 

We also want to comment on three who we think should not be considered. We fully accept that this
scientific advisory committee should draw on a broad wealth of information to inform and enhance
their deliberations.  However, it should be careful to assure that deliberations are not skewed by
personal financial interests and that members have the best possible scientific credentials.

 

There is one individual whose financial interests might be of concern and could preclude his
selection or be a candidate for recusal if named: Dr. Jeffrey R. Lewis.  Two others, Drs. Deane
Waldman and S. Stanley Young, do not seem to fit the profile of deep expertise characteristic of the
CASAC. 

 

Dr. Jeffrey Lewis has had one employer for the last 27 years, ExxonMobil Biomedical Science, Inc. 
As someone with deep financial ties to ExxonMobil, his participation in making recommendations
on matters that could have a direct and predictable effect on refinery operations could be
problematic. If he were ever to be appointed to the CASAC, this conflict of interest should make him
a candidate for recusal from most matters before the committee.

The biographies of Drs, Deane Waldman and S. Stanley Young with respect to the expertise needed
for CASAC in air pollution and its effects on human health and the environment  are, at best, thin
and do not match those of other applicants in terms of breadth and depth of expertise and
experience. 

mailto:epn.main.mailbox@gmail.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:epn-steering@googlegroups.com
http://www.environmentalprotectionnetwork.org/


 

Again, there are many fine candidates presented. The three discussed above, however, present
concerns that would preclude their being able to effectively advise on the complex matters that come
before the CASAC.

This recommendation comes from the Environmental Protection Network. We are a group of
volunteers with backgrounds in environmental programs at the federal state and local levels.  Our
teams include scientists, engineers, economists, lawyers and many others. We have worked in both
Republican and Democratic administrations and we know the importance of well run and well-
resourced programs and of the federal advisory committees that provide them with important
scientific advice.  

We hope you find these comments useful.  

Ruth Bell

President

Environmental Protection Network



From: Juliet Popper SHAFFER
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Dear Mr. Yeow:
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 12:30:31 AM
Attachments: youngletter.pdf

I am attaching a letter of recommendation for S. Stanley Young for the CASAC.

Sincerely yours,

Juliet P.  Shaffer

mailto:julietshaffer@berkeley.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY
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DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS 367 EVANS HALL


BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94720-3860


(510)-549-3596


shaffer@stat.Berkeley.EDU


September 17, 2017


Mr. Aaron Yeow
Designated Federal Officer
US EPA Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC)


Dear Mr. Yeow


This letter is to strongly recommend Dr. S. Stanley Young for a position
on the EPA CASAC. I have known Dr. Young for many years, and we have
discussed intensively many of the issues relevant to this Committee.


I am a retired Professor of Statistics at the University of California, Berkeley,
author of many research articles, Fellow of the American Statistical Associa-
tion, the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and similar
organizations in Psychology and Education.


As you can see from his resume, Dr. Young is highly qualified to be on
this Committee. He has held important positions in industry and in higher
education, is a Fellow of the American Statistical Association and the Amer-
ican Association for the Advancement of Science, and is currrently a member
of the National Institute of Statistical Sciences, which conducts research in
many areas relevant to the charge of the CASAC. See, especially, his book
co-authored with Peter Westfall, his papers Assessing ... (2013) and his 2017
papers Air Quality and Acute Deaths... (with Smith and Lopiano), and Air
Quality Environmental... .


Our interests overlap in the area of multiplicity, a longtime interest of both
of us. The studies of air pollution require sophisticated models, since many
variables are necessarily considered, especially when trying to assess causality.
Most researchers therefore try out many models, but generally publish only
one or a limited set, with inadequate information about all that have been
considered. This means that the published p-values, used to assess statistical
evidence, often grossly overestimate the validity of conclusions. Stan and I
publish in this area and have frequest email discussions of these issues.







In addition, it is necessary for the data to be available so that other scientists
can look at them from different points of view. Yet, as Dr. Young notes, it
can very difficult, if not impossible, to obtain crucial data sets, limiting the
possibility of juxtaposing different approaches. He always makes his data
available, as others should.


For the reasons noted above, I feel Dr. Young would be a valuable member
of the CASAC.


Sincerely yours,


Juliet P. Shaffer
Professor Emerita
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From: boges@metro4-sesarm.org
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
Subject: Renewed endorsement of Jim Boylan as a CASAC member
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 10:59:05 AM
Attachments: Metro 4 SESARM Letter Boylan CASAC 170915.docx

Greetings,
 
On behalf of John Hornback, Executive Director of Metro 4 and SESARM, and the 27 local
and state air pollution control agencies in the Southeast that are members of Metro
4/SESARM, I am transmitting the attached endorsement letter for Dr. James Boylan to be
appointed to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee. Please let us know if additional
information would be helpful to your final review.  Thank you.
 
 
Shon Boges 
 
 

From: John Hornback [mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2017 8:32 PM
To: 'campbell@epchc.org'; 'Rhonda Thompson'
Subject: Renewed endorsement of Jim Boylan as a CASAC member
 
Last year, your agencies granted me the authority to issue a letter to EPA in support of Jim
Boylan being selected from a pool of nominees to serve on EPA’s Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee.  He was not selected.  This year there is one vacancy and he is once
again a nominee.  With very minor changes from last year’s letter, I’m proposing the
attached letter which is due on Monday, if we choose to send a letter.
 
I apologize for the short notice but Jim contacted me after 4:00 today and asked if we could
send something.  I will be out of the office all of next week.  With the deadline for submittal
being Monday, I’d like to gain concurrence over the weekend or very early Monday morning
so the letter can be transmitted, edited as necessary, to EPA by COB Monday.  Shon
Boges will have to help me at the office since both Doug and I will be in North Carolina.
 
We have a history of ensuring that I don’t misrepresent who I am representing so while this
letter is fairly simple, I prefer to receive affirmation from the primary officer of each
organization.  I appreciate your consideration.
 
I’ll be working at the office most of the weekend including into the large numbers on the
clock this evening so if you happen to review this or otherwise wish to indicate your
concurrence, I’ll transmit it over the weekend to EPA.  Otherwise, we’ll await your
responses on Monday.  Many thanks.  John.
 
 
John E. Hornback
Executive Director
Metro 4/SESARM
205 Corporate Center Dr Ste D
Stockbridge GA 30281-7383

mailto:boges@metro4-sesarm.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
mailto:campbell@epchc.org
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September 15, 2017







Aaron Yeow – Mail Code 1400R

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

William Jefferson Clinton Building

1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, DC  20460



Dear Mr. Yeow:



This letter is being sent on behalf of the 17 local and 10 state air pollution control agencies that make up the membership respectively of Metro 4, Inc. (Metro 4) and Southeastern States Air Resource Managers, Inc. (SESARM).  It is in response to EPA’s August 28, 2017 “Invitation for Public Comment on the List of Candidates for the Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee.” Dr. James Boylan of the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) has been nominated and qualified for consideration as a future member of the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC).  The 27 member agencies of Metro 4 and SESARM endorse and recommend the appointment of Dr. Boylan to the CASAC.  Support for our endorsement is based on but is not limited to the following:

 

ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS



As Dr. Boylan’s application package indicates, he has an impressive educational background with a Bachelor’s Degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Notre Dame, a Master’s Degree in Chemical Engineering from Auburn University, and a Master’s Degree and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology.



His fields of study have prepared him well for this opportunity to serve the country on the CASAC.  In particular, he has heavily studied air quality modeling which is so integral to managing and protecting air quality.  He is extremely knowledgeable of the methods for preparing emission inventories, conducting meteorological modeling, emission modeling, and air quality modeling, and assessing the results to support the work of his agency and colleagues.




Aaron Yeow

September 15, 2017

Page 2 of 3





VOCATIONAL CREDENTIALS



Dr. Boylan has worked in two state agencies, first at the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and more recently and for a much longer tenure at the Georgia Environmental Protection Division.  He has audited continuous emission monitors, performed analytical measurements, prepared and run various modeling systems, and applied the knowledge gained to address the complex air quality issues that Metropolitan Atlanta and the entire State of Georgia have faced and are facing.



He has moved progressively up the organizational hierarchy at Georgia EPD’s Air Protection Branch, first having conducted hands-on analysis, later managing a technical team of highly credentialed staff, and most recently working directly for the Air Protection Branch Chief to manage the entire planning efforts of the state agency.



He is the current chair of the SESARM Technical Analysis Work Group and has been the technical lead for multiple SESARM modeling projects that have directly benefited the member states.  The areas of focus of these projects included ozone attainment, fine particle attainment, visibility improvement, and an assessment of air quality impacts in the Southern Appalachian Mountains.  Dr. Boylan is a highly skilled and adept technical resource for Georgia and the rest of our region.  We rely on him heavily to advise us on proper directions and methodologies for Southeastern air quality analyses.



Dr. Boylan’s experience in the regulatory programs of two states and his significant contributions to SESARM’s technical work have prepared him well to serve the country as a member of the CASAC.

 

BALANCED PERSPECTIVE 



Dr. Boylan has shown a strong desire to find out what the science says and to let those analyses guide his recommended actions.  He has worked well with the regulated community and citizens of Georgia to address ozone, particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, and regional haze requirements, among others.



Metropolitan Atlanta is a significant economic engine for Georgia and Georgia is a key population and business center in the Southeast.  Dr. Boylan always respects the needs and interests of all parties.  He works continually to find solutions that support public health protection, environmental quality improvement, and sustaining the economy of Georgia.  Dr. Boylan’s commitment to conducting his work in a rational, well-planned, and defensible manner has served Georgia well and will similarly serve the CASAC.

 




Aaron Yeow

September 15, 2017

Page 3 of 3





NATIONAL REPUTATION



Dr. Boylan is well known in air pollution control and air quality management circles.  He has been the lead author and co-author of many air quality-related articles and project reports that have been published in technical journals.  He is in demand across the country as a speaker and panelist on a variety of topics that are critical to air quality management.  Dr. Boylan accepts national, regional, and in-state speaking opportunities when he is able and actively engages in the important dialogues that are shaping the future of air quality management.  Thankfully, his Georgia agency has been willing to share his talents with the Southeast and the rest of the country.



Dr. Boylan’s status in national air quality circles will help him to quickly gain respect among his colleagues on the CASAC.



CONCLUDING THOUGHTS

 

 As can be seen from Dr. Boylan’s application package, he has much to offer to the efforts of the CASAC as a representative of the air regulatory agencies in the states.  His 2 ½ decades of regulatory work in state agencies meets a critical need of the CASAC to have a member who is experienced in state programs and state issues.  He is an extremely valued asset in our region and he serves his employer and our collective agencies in immeasurable ways.  We recommend him highly for appointment to the CASAC and trust that EPA will find him to be a desired candidate.  If you have any questions, please contact me by telephone at 404-361-4000 or via e-mail at hornback@metro4-sesarm.org.  Thank you very much for your consideration.



Sincerely,



[image: ]

John E. Hornback

Executive Director

Metro 4/SESARM



Copies:	  Metro 4 member agencies

  SESARM member agencies
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404-361-4000 (office)
770-605-3059 (cell)
 
From: John Hornback [mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2017 8:14 PM
To: 'Boylan, James'
Subject: RE: CASAC Annual Membership
 
Please give this a quick review.  I need to send it to the Chair of SESARM and the
President of Metro 4 tonight and ask for their approval to send it out.  There should not be a
problem but I need to cover my bases.
 
I have made only slight tweaks – changed the date of the letter and the date of the posting
for comments.  Corrected an error from last year’s letter that referred to CASAC as CSAC
in one place.  Other minor language changes.  Just need a quick blessing before I sent it
out to the bosses tonight.
 
Thanks.
 
 
John E. Hornback
Executive Director
Metro 4/SESARM
205 Corporate Center Dr Ste D
Stockbridge GA 30281-7383
404-361-4000 (office)
770-605-3059 (cell)
 
From: Boylan, James [mailto:James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2017 7:50 PM
To: John Hornback
Subject: RE: CASAC Annual Membership
 
There are 7 “chartered” CASAC members.  Each serve a 4-year term that can be renewed once for a
second term.  Yes, this is the annual solicitation for vacant chartered CASAC positions that have
become available due to terms expiring.  This year, 1 position is available.  Next year, I believe 4
positions will become available.  Sorry to make this request while you are so busy.  You could
probably just use the same letter you sent last time with minor updates.
 
Thanks!!
Jim
 

From: John Hornback [mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org] 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2017 5:13 PM
To: Boylan, James
Subject: RE: CASAC Annual Membership
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 

mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
mailto:James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org


I would really like to do this.  I have a large amount of time I intend to work tonight,
tomorrow, and possibly part of Sunday on the regional haze package.  I’m finishing the
Metro 4 and SESARM FY 2018 budgets right now and will distribute them tonight to the
agencies to get them ready for approvals on September 29.  And I also have to finish a
draft of the fall air director meeting agenda this weekend.  So very busy.  But I will try to get
the letter prepared and out the door too.
 
Aaron had entitled the original message the “CASAC Annual Membership” but it is an
annual solicitation for a portion of the CASAC group, isn’t it?
 
John E. Hornback
Executive Director
Metro 4/SESARM
205 Corporate Center Dr Ste D
Stockbridge GA 30281-7383
404-361-4000 (office)
770-605-3059 (cell)
 
From: Boylan, James [mailto:James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 15, 2017 4:16 PM
To: hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
Subject: FW: CASAC Annual Membership
 
John,
 
Would you be interested in submitting a recommendation for me?  If so, you could probably just use
the same letter you sent last time (the deadline is Monday).  If the deadline is too short, that is fine. 
Just thought I would ask.
 
Jim
 

From: Yeow, Aaron [mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov] 
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2017 1:56 PM
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: RE: CASAC Annual Membership
 
Chartered CASAC and CASAC Panel Members,
 
We just posted the List of Candidates for CASAC Annual Membership for public comment on the
CASAC website:
 
http://epa.gov/casac
 
Scroll to the bottom, Public Input on Membership.
 
Please pass this along to anyone who might be interested in providing comments or additional
information on any of the candidates. Please note that any comments received may be subject to
release under the Freedom of Information Act.
 

mailto:James.Boylan@dnr.ga.gov
mailto:hornback@metro4-sesarm.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
http://epa.gov/casac


-Aaron
 
Aaron Yeow, M.P.H.
Designated Federal Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Science Advisory Board
202-564-2050 (P)
202-565-2098 (F)
 
Mailing Address:
USEPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, (1400R), Washington, DC 20460
 
Physical Location/Deliveries:
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 31150, Washington, DC 20004
 

From: Yeow, Aaron 
Sent: Tuesday, June 27, 2017 3:06 PM
To: Yeow, Aaron <Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov>
Subject: CASAC Annual Membership
 
Chartered CASAC and CASAC Panel Members,
 
The SAB Staff Office announced in a Federal Register Notice published today
(https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-06-27/pdf/2017-13332.pdf) that it is seeking nominations
for the Chartered CASAC. As required under the Clean Air Act section 109(d), the CASAC is composed
of seven members, with at least one member of the National Academy of Sciences, one physician,
and one person representing state air pollution control agencies. Accordingly, the SAB Staff Office is
seeking nominations of experts to serve on the CASAC who are physicians and members of the
National Academy of Sciences with expertise in the health effects of air pollution. The SAB Staff
Office is especially interested in scientists with expertise described above who have knowledge and
experience in air quality relating to criteria pollutants (ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide,
nitrogen oxides, sulfur oxides, and lead).
 
I am writing to ask your help in identifying a diverse range of qualified candidates to be considered
for the Administrator’s appointment to the CASAC. I invite you to nominate candidates for the
CASAC, and encourage you to share this request with others. Nominations to the CASAC should be
made using the web nomination link at the bottom of the CASAC homepage (www.epa.gov/casac)
under “Public Input on Membership.”
 
Nominations are sought by July 27, 2017. Should you have questions about the nomination process
or the broad charge to the CASAC, please don’t hesitate to contact me. Thank you in advance for
your assistance in identifying a diverse set of expert candidates for the CASAC.
 
-Aaron
 

mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-06-27/pdf/2017-13332.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/casac


Aaron Yeow, M.P.H.
Designated Federal Officer
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Science Advisory Board
202-564-2050 (P)
202-565-2098 (F)
 
Mailing Address:
USEPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, (1400R), Washington, DC 20460
 
Physical Location/Deliveries:
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 31150, Washington, DC 20004
 



From: Ryan Streams
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Nominee comments
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 11:05:04 AM
Attachments: Western Energy Alliance EPA CASAC Nominees Letter of Support.pdf

Hello Aaron,
 
Please find attached Western Energy Alliance’s comments on the list of nominees for the Clean Air
Scientific Advisory Committee.
 
Thank you,
 
Ryan Streams
Manager of Regulatory Affairs
Western Energy Alliance
1775 Sherman St, Suite 2700
Denver, CO 80203
 
Direct: 303.501.1060
Main: 303.623.0987
rstreams@westernenergyalliance.org
westernenergyalliance.org
 
************************************
This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the viewing use of the individual or entity to whom
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify the system manager. This message contains confidential
information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or
copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from
your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on
the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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September 18, 2017 
 
Aaron Yeow 
EPA Science Advisory Staff Office 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20460 
 
Dear Mr. Yeow: 
 
Western Energy Alliance supports the nominations of Dr. Steven Packham, Toxicologist, 
Utah Division of Air Quality; and Dr. Larry Wolk, Executive Director, Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment and Chief Medical Officer for the State of Colorado to 
the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Council (CASAC). Both men are distinguished leaders in 
western state environmental quality departments with a deep understanding of public 
health and policy issues that are critical for the Scientific Advisory Board’s mission of 
scientific and technical peer review.  
 
Western Energy Alliance represents over 300 companies engaged in all aspects of 
environmentally responsible exploration and production of oil and natural gas in the West. 
Alliance members are independents, the majority of which are small businesses with an 
average of fifteen employees. 
 
Dr. Packham’s experience developing Utah’s state implementation plans for PM2.5 and 
ozone is directly relevant to CASAC’s mission. He is also an adjunct professor at the 
University of Utah with over 30 years of experience in his field. His understanding of how 
epidemiological studies have at times been misused by EPA would help provide a more 
multi-disciplinary approach to air quality science at EPA. Dr. Larry Wolk is one of the 
leading experts on public health in Colorado. Like Dr. Packham, his on-the-ground 
experience in the technical aspects of implementing National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards in energy-rich states would be an asset to the CASAC. 
 
Western Energy Alliance supports CASAC’s mission of vetting and validating scientific 
information that otherwise could be misrepresented during rulemaking processes. We 
believe both Dr. Packham and Dr. Wolk would be tremendous assets for EPA. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Kathleen M. Sgamma 







From: elizabeth hendler
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Email in Support of Dr. Sabine Lange for CASAC
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 3:43:07 PM

Dr. Yeow, 

The 8-Hour Ozone SIP Coalition (Coalition) strongly
supports the nomination of Dr. Sabine Lange to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency's Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee (CASAC).  The Coalition uses
science to understand the underlying drivers of ozone
formation, and our members are energy and chemical
companies with the common goal of achieving clean air
and a strong economy for Texas.  Coalition members
have invested billions of dollars in state-of-the-art
emissions controls since 2001.  
 
Dr. Lange will prove to be an invaluable asset to CASAC
because her education and experience combines both
an extensive background in research with experience
leading a team of toxicologists at the largest state
agency in the nation.  Dr. Lange received a PhD in
biochemistry and molecular carcinogenesis from the
University of Houston and MD Anderson Cancer Center
in 2008. She then spent 5 years as a post-doctoral fellow
at MD Anderson Cancer Center studying mutagenesis.
In 2014, she joined the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) as a Toxicologist where
she leads a team of toxicologists engaged in
assessing health effects data of environmental toxicants
to determine safe exposure levels to these chemicals.

mailto:ehendler42@att.net
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov


 Since joining TCEQ, Dr. Lange has specialized in the
analysis of the data associating ozone exposure with
health effects, and she has been involved in the
preparation of several manuscripts for publication from
this work.  Dr. Lange worked to develop, convene,
present and summarize findings at the TCEQ's 2015
Independent Workshop on Ozone NAAQS and Science
Policy.   She has also worked to develop and present a
new dose-response framework that places ozone human
clinical experimental results into a context that makes
them easier to use for decision makers.  

We believe that her ability to use sound science and
apply it to make critical policy decisions and her
academic training and research background makes Dr.
Lange ideally suited to a seat on CASAC, and we are
pleased to provide our support.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact me.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth Hendler, Project Manager
512-257-7322



From: Amy Gutierrez
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Yogin Kothari; Genna Reed
Subject: Union of Concerned Scientists Clean Air Science Advisory Committee (CASAC) nominees comment
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 4:41:15 PM
Attachments: UCS_CASACnominees_Statement.pdf

Aaron Yeow,

I have attached the Union of Concerned Scientists' comment on the Clean Air Science Advisory
Committee (CASAC) nominees. Please feel free to reach out with any questions.

Amy Gutierrez
Legislative Associate
Union of Concerned Scientists
Cell: (850) 597-4135
Email: agutierrez@ucsusa.org

mailto:AGutierrez@ucsusa.org
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:YKothari@ucsusa.org
mailto:GReed@ucsusa.org



	


	


September 18, 2017   


The Honorable Scott Pruitt   
Administrator   
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency   
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW   
Washington, DC 20460  
  


Administrator Pruitt,  


The Union of Concerned Scientists, representing over 500,000 members and supporters, 
urges you to select members for the Clean Air Science Advisory Committee (CASAC) that 
have the appropriate qualifications and scientific expertise to advise you on Clean Air Act 
(CAA) regulations. CASAC was created by statute and requires at least one member be a 
physician, and one member be a National Academy of Sciences member. Both statutory 
requirements are currently fulfilled by the highly qualified chair of the committee, Dr. Ana 
Diez Roux, whose second term is expiring September 30th.   


It is crucial that CASAC continue to provide independent expert advice into EPA decision-
making. The committee is composed of non-governmental scientists, physicians, and 
engineers who specialize in air quality science, exposure, and health impacts and is charged 
with assessing the adequacy of National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for 
protecting public health and identifying research needed to fill data gaps in air quality 
knowledge.   


CASAC provides critical input on harmful air pollutants, such as their recent review and 
recommendation to regarding ambient ground-level ozone standards. After a robust 
assessment of scientific research and input from stakeholders, the committee recommended 
that the EPA tighten the standard from 75 ppb to a range of 60 - 70 ppb, in order to protect 
public health with an adequate margin of safety.1 CASAC is uniquely positioned to provide 
the Administrator with recommendations based on the best available science on critical air 
quality issues with sweeping public health ramifications. To ensure that the strong, 
transparent, and objective work of CASAC continues, we urge you to maintain a high 
standard of scientific credentials and independence in your selection of new committee 
members.  


																																																													
1	Clean	Air	Scientific	Advisory	Committee	(CASAC)	letter	to	the	Honorable	Gina	McCarthy.	2014.	
CASAC	review	of	the	EPA’s	Second	Draft	Policy	Assessment	for	the	Review	of	the	Ozone	National	
Ambient	Air	Quality	Standards,	June	26.	Online	at	
https://yosemite.epa.gov/sab/sabproduct.nsf/5EFA320CCAD326E885257D030071531C/$File/EPA-
CASAC-14-004+unsigned.pdf.	Accessed	September	11,	2017.	







We believe that such important federal scientific advisory roles should be filled by technical 
experts with relevant research expertise and independence, such as that exemplified by Dr. 
Diez Roux. This ensures the EPA has the best scientific advice in its efforts to protect public 
health and the environment.   


We urge you to maintain this high standard of qualifications and independence for members 
of the CASAC in order to make sure that landmark public health protections promulgated by 
the EPA continue to improve the lives of those in the United States.   


Sincerely, 


 


 
 
 
 
Andrew A. Rosenberg, Ph.D. 
Director, Center for Science and Democracy 
Union of Concerned Scientists 
1825 K Street NW, Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20006 







From: Abel Russ
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Comments on CASAC candidate list
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 4:58:03 PM
Attachments: 20170918_EIP comments on CASAC candidate list.pdf

Dear Mr. Yeow – Please find attached our comments on the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee
list of candidates.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Abel Russ
Attorney
Environmental Integrity Project
1000 Vermont Avenue NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20005
(802) 482-5379
aruss@environmentalintegrity.org
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From: Edstrom, Brittanie
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: NAAQS Implementation Coalition Comments on CASAC Candidates
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 5:07:58 PM
Attachments: NAAQS Implementation Coalition Comments on CASAC Candidates-c.pdf

Mr. Yeow –
 
Attached are the comments of the NAAQS Implementation Coalition on EPA’s Invitation for Public
Comment on Candidates for CASAC.  Please let me know if you need any further information.
 
Thank You,
 

  
Brittanie Edstrom
Federal Affairs Adm Assistant
bedstrom@hunton.com
p 202.955.1523

Hunton & Williams LLP
2200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20037

hunton.com

 

 
 

mailto:BEdstrom@hunton.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:bedstrom@hunton.com
http://www.hunton.com/











From: Mari Ruckel
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: CASAC Letter - Lange
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 6:29:29 PM
Attachments: Lange Nomination 9.18.17.pdf

Mr. Yeow,
 
The Texas Oil and Gas Association is happy to submit the attached letter in support
of Dr. Sabine Lange’s appointment to the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee. 
Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Best,
 
Mari
 
Mari Ruckel
Vice President
Government & Regulatory Affairs
Office: (512) 478-6631
Mobile: (512) 771-2583
Email: mruckel@txoga.org
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September 18, 2017 


Submitted via e-mail to yeow.aaron@epa.gov 


Mr. Aaron Yeow 


Designated Federal Officer 


Science Advisory Board (SAB) 


Environmental Protection Agency 


RE: Support for Appointment of Dr. Sabine Lange to the Clean Air Scientific 


Advisory Committee 


Dear Mr. Yeow: 


The Texas Oil and Gas Association (TXOGA) is writing to support the nomination of Dr. 


Sabine Lange, Toxicology Division Section Manager of the Texas Commission on 


Environmental Quality (TCEQ), for appointment to a position on the Environmental 


Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC). 


TXOGA is a statewide trade association with approximately 5,000 members representing 


every facet of the Texas oil and natural gas industry including small independents and 


major producers. Collectively, TXOGA members account for over 90 percent of all oil 


and natural gas produced in Texas, they operate a vast majority of the State’s pipeline 


mileage and gas processing capacity, and they are responsible for a majority of the 


State’s refining capacity. 


Dr. Lange will prove to be an invaluable asset to CASAC because her education and 


experience combines both an extensive background in research with experience leading a 


team of toxicologists at the largest state agency in the nation.  Dr. Lange received a PhD 


in biochemistry and molecular carcinogenesis from the University of Houston and MD 


Anderson Cancer Center in 2008. She then spent 5 years as a post-doctoral fellow at MD 


Anderson Cancer Center studying mutagenesis. In 2014, she joined the TCEQ as a 


Toxicologist where she leads a team of toxicologists engaged in assessing health effects 


data of environmental toxicants to determine safe exposure levels to these chemicals.   


Under Dr. Lang’s leadership, the air quality in Texas continues to improve.  This is 


evidenced by the appropriate removal of Air Pollutant Watch List designations 


throughout the state of Texas.  Dr. Lang and her staff work tirelessly with communities, 


non-governmental organizations, and industry to improve air quality.  Dr. Lang and her 


group also spend much of their time meeting with citizens to discuss air quality in Texas.  


One example includes presentations to community advisory panel meetings throughout 


Texas. 


Sincerely,



mailto:yeow.aaron@epa.gov





Mr. Aaron Yeow 


Science Advisory Board (SAB) 


September 18, 2017 


Page 2 


Accordingly, TXOGA recommends Dr. Lange for appointment to a position on the 


Environmental Protection Agency’s Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee.  


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the nominated candidates. Please do not hesitate 


to contact TXOGA should you have any questions.  


Sincerely, 


Todd Staples 


President 







From: Patterson, Jacqueline (patteji)
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Letter of support for nomination of Dr. Sabine Lange
Date: Monday, September 18, 2017 6:36:51 PM

Dear Mr. Yeow:
 
I whole-heartedly recommend Dr. Sabine Lange, DABT for membership to the Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee.  I have known Dr. Lange for the past several years since she joined the
Toxicology Division of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and I have found her
to be an insightful and thoughtful scientist. As a board-certified toxicologist with TCEQ, Dr. Lange
assesses health effects data on pollutants to determine safe levels of these chemicals for human
exposure. She also is the Section Manager of the Toxicology Division where she oversees TCEQ
development of toxicity factors and chemical risk assessments.
 
I highly respect Dr. Lange’s expertise in toxicology and risk assessment.  She has training and
experience in biochemistry and molecular biology, and has studied DNA damage and mutagenesis in
multiple systems, using biochemical, cell culture, and animal models.  While with TCEQ she has
studied criteria air pollutants and in particular ozone dosimetry. Her technical experience would
allow her to comprehend the complex science of air pollutants, and her practical experience in air
permits and air pollution monitoring would provide an invaluable perspective to the CASAC
deliberations.  Dr. Lange listens well and carefully considers different viewpoints. She is adept at
using systematic approaches to evaluating and presenting scientific evidence.  These are essential
attributes for committee work.
 
Most recently, I have worked with Dr. Lange to organize a session for the Society for Risk Analysis
annual meeting that will explore the use of personal monitors and sensors to support risk
assessment, particularly for air pollution in communities. I have found her to be enthusiastic in
embracing the possibilities of new technologies and how they might contribute to risk assessment
and public health protection.
 
Dr. Lange would make outstanding contributions to the CASAC and be an exceptional member. I
strongly endorse her nomination. Feel free to contact me if I can be of further assistance.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jacqueline Patterson,  M.En.
Risk Science Center (formerly TERA Center)
Department of Environmental Health
College of Medicine
University of Cincinnati 
160 Panzeca Way 
Kettering Laboratory, Room G24
Cincinnati, OH  45267-0056
Office: 513-558-1908
Jacqueline.patterson@uc.edu
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From: Kate Fay
To: Yeow, Aaron
Subject: Letter of Recommendation: Larry Wolk CASAC
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 11:50:07 AM
Attachments: LarryWolkLtrCASAC.pdf

Please see attached and feel free to call either Bob Bemis or myself with questions. Also, please
confirm receipt.
 
Thank you
 
Kate Fay
 
Please note my new email address: kate.fay@nblenergy.com
 
Kate Fay
Manager, Environmental and Regulatory Policy
Noble Energy, Inc.
1625 Broadway, Suite 2200
Denver, Colorado 80202
 
303.910.2830 (cell)
720.587.2397 (office)
 

mailto:Kate.Fay@nblenergy.com
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:kate.fay@nblenergy.com











From: Chris Frey
To: Yeow, Aaron
Cc: Zarba, Christopher
Subject: Public Comment on CASAC Nomination Process
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2017 12:00:25 PM

September 19, 2017

RE:  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

[FRL–9961–83–OA] Request for Nominations of Candidates to the EPA’s Clean Air
Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC) and the EPA Science Advisory Board (SAB)

 

Dear Mr. Aaron Yeow:

 

In the Federal Register notice on the above referenced request for nominations, the following
statement is given:  “Accordingly, the SAB Staff Office is seeking nominations of experts to
serve on the CASAC who are physicians and members of the National Academy of Sciences
with expertise in the health effects of air pollution.”

 

This statement clearly indicates that nominations are sought only for are “physicians and
members of the National Academy of Sciences with expertise in the health effects of air
pollution.”  As worded, this seems to imply that nominations are limited to physicians who are
also members of the NAS and whom have expertise in the health effects of air pollution.

 

If the Administrator wishes to consider any nominations that are not within this clear scope,
there should be a new Federal Register notice that indicates the scope of nominations being
sought.

 

Thank you for considering this comment.

 

Sincerely,

 

H. Christopher Frey, Ph.D.

North Carolina State University

mailto:frey@ncsu.edu
mailto:Yeow.Aaron@epa.gov
mailto:Zarba.Christopher@epa.gov


Raleigh, NC  27695-7908
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